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The South has long played a central role in America’s national imagination—the site of the trauma of slavery
and of a vast nostalgia industry, alternatively the nation’s moral other and its moral center. Reconstructing
Dixie explores how ideas about the South function within American culture. Narratives of the region often
cohere around such tropes as southern hospitality and the southern (white) lady. Tara McPherson argues that
these discursive constructions tend to conceal and disavow hard historical truths, particularly regarding race
relations and the ways racial inequities underwrite southern femininity. Advocating conceptions of the South
less mythologized and more tethered to complex realities, McPherson seeks to bring into view that which is
repeatedly obscured—the South’s history of both racial injustice and cross-racial alliance.

Illuminating crucial connections between understandings of race, gender, and place on the one hand and
narrative and images on the other, McPherson reads a number of representations of the South produced from
the 1930s to the present. These are drawn from fiction, film, television, southern studies scholarship, popular
journalism, music, tourist sites, the internet, and autobiography. She examines modes of affect or ways of
"feeling southern" to reveal how these feelings, along with the narratives and images she discusses, sanction
particular racial logics. A wide-ranging cultural studies critique, Reconstructing Dixie calls for vibrant new
ways of thinking about the South and for a revamped and reinvigorated southern studies.

Reconstructing Dixie will appeal to scholars in American, southern, and cultural studies, and to those in
African American, media, and women’s studies.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Hegland:

This book untitled Reconstructing Dixie: Race, Gender, and Nostalgia in the Imagined South to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it through
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
reserve from your list.

Kenneth Salinas:

The book untitled Reconstructing Dixie: Race, Gender, and Nostalgia in the Imagined South is the
publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that
will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Reconstructing Dixie: Race,
Gender, and Nostalgia in the Imagined South from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

George Medrano:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually
option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Reconstructing Dixie: Race, Gender, and
Nostalgia in the Imagined South can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Lisa Yang:

This Reconstructing Dixie: Race, Gender, and Nostalgia in the Imagined South is great publication for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great coordinate word or we can
state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Reconstructing Dixie: Race, Gender, and Nostalgia in the Imagined South in
your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading
book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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