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An ethnography of young, single women struggling to live independently in South Korea.

Living on Your Own is an ethnography of young, single women in South Koreawho seek to live
independently. Using extensive interviews, along with media analysis and archival research, Jesook Song
traces the women’ s difficulties in achieving residential autonomy. Song exposes the clash between the
women’ s burgeoning desire for independent lives and the ongoing incursion of traditional, conservative
family ideology and marriage pressure into housing practices and financial institutions. She pays particular
attention to the Korean rent system and the reliance on lump-sum cash even for basic subsistence, which
promotes tight control of young adults’ lives by family and kinship networks. The young women whose
voices feature prominently in this book are a prototype of global youth in crisis: caught between aspirations
for the self-development and flexible lifestyle championed by globalizing media and communication
technology and the reality of their position as flexible labor in a neoliberal economy.

“Thiswork isimportant to those interested in the gender politics of South Korea, aswell as social scientists
studying capitalism, financialization, or development.” — Gendered Perspectives on I nternational
Development

“...Song’'s book focusing on single women and rental housing in South Koreais particularly welcome and
useful.” — Critique of Anthropology

Jesook Song is Associate Professor of Anthropology at the University of Toronto. Sheis the author of South

Koreansin the Debt Crisis: The Creation of a Neoliberal Welfare Society and the editor of New Millennium
South Korea: Neoliberal Capitalism and Transnational Movements.
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From reader reviews:
Linda M usselwhite:

The book Living on Y our Own: Single Women, Rental Housing, and Post-Revolutionary Affect in
Contemporary South Korea can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave the good thing like a book Living on Y our Own: Single Women, Rental Housing, and Post-
Revolutionary Affect in Contemporary South Korea? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But
one aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to
share all of these. Book Living on Y our Own: Single Women, Rental Housing, and Post-Revolutionary
Affect in Contemporary South Korea has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by open up and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

William Petter son:

This Living on Y our Own: Single Women, Rental Housing, and Post-Revolutionary Affect in Contemporary
South Korea book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you will
get by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get datawhich is
getting deeper a person read alot of information you will get. Thiskind of Living on Y our Own: Single
Women, Rental Housing, and Post-Revolutionary Affect in Contemporary South Korea without we know
teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry
Living on Y our Own: Single Women, Rental Housing, and Post-Revolutionary Affect in Contemporary
South Korea can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves come to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Living on Y our Own: Single Women,
Rental Housing, and Post-Revolutionary Affect in Contemporary South Korea having very good
arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Steven Dillinger:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Living on Y our Own:
Single Women, Rental Housing, and Post-Revolutionary Affect in Contemporary South Korea suitable to
you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Living on Y our Own:
Single Women, Rental Housing, and Post-Revolutionary Affect in Contemporary South Koreais the main of
several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
book. This book will give you awide range of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.



Willie | saac:

Often the book Living on Y our Own: Single Women, Rental Housing, and Post-Revolutionary Affect in
Contemporary South Koreawill bring you to definitely the new experience of reading any book. The author
style to spell out theideais very unique. Should you try to find new book to study, this book very ideal to
you. The book Living on Y our Own: Single Women, Rental Housing, and Post-Revolutionary Affect in
Contemporary South Koreais much recommended to you to study. You can aso get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.
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