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"The psychiatrist's insight and the storyteller's skill offer an absorbing tale."—Elie Wiesel

"A book to read again and again with the same piety with which it has been written. A rare event in
publishing: at once an accurate and documented historical study, and in the interpretation made by one of
today's greatest psychologists of a strange and symbolic disease."—Primo Levi

The Parnas recreates the final days of Giuseppe Pardo Roques, the lay leader, or parnas, of the Sephardic
Jewish community of Pisa, Italy, who was killed in his home by the Nazisin August, 1944. Pardo was a
mentor to the author, and, indeed, he was a figure adored and celebrated not only by the Jews of Pisa but by
the Christians as well. He was learned and generous, but he was also profoundly phobic. Animals terrified
him: so much so that he almost never left his house—except to go to the synagogue—for fear of
encountering stray dogs or cats. At the outbreak of World War |1, Arieti fled to Americawhere he became a
renown psychiatrist. But the parnas, despite awealth of connections that could have helped him escape, was
too phobic to flee Pisa. On the morning of August 1, 1944, Nazi soldiers, searching for Pardo's fabled riches,
entered his home. The soldiers found neither gold nor silver, but they did find the parnas, along with six
fellow Jews whom he was sheltering and five Christian neighbors. All were murdered. In The Parnas, Arieti
imagines what took place in the home, and in the mind, of this devout, kindly, and tormented man in the last
days of hislife, providing, in the process, an overview of Italian Jewry. Arieti hopesto show "that tragic
times have a perfume of their own, and smiles of hope, and traces of charm, and offer olive branches and late
warnings that may not be too late."

"Thisis one of the most extraordinary stories yet to reach us from the bitter ashes of Nazism...Dr. Arieti
weaves his story so beautifully that to unravel it would mean losing its dramatic effect. Sufficeit to say that
God, Jews, Christians, fascism, cowardice, and bravery are discussed throughout the story in such away that
the reader is at once shaken and enlightened as the plot unfolds. It is like a parable, suffused with the dignity
of both the parnas and the author...awork of art."—New York Times Book Review

From the Foreword by Rabbi Harold S. Kushner: "In this brief, deceptively simple narrative, Arieti has told
the story of Giuseppe Pardo, parnas (lay leader) of his native community of Pisa, and of his death at the
hands of the Nazis. Pardo was the leading citizen of asmall Jewish community that produced more that its
share of distinguished Jews. He was alearned man, familiar with Bible, Talmud, and secular subjects. He
was awealthy man, and charitable to Jew and non-Jew alike. (He ultimately met his death together with six
fellow Jews and five gentiles who had sought the protection of his home.) And he was a profoundly neurotic
man, who had an irrational fear of animals, especially dogs. When he walked in the streets of Pisa—which
was not often because of his fears—he would swing a cane from side to side behind him to drive away the
imaginary animals. The distinguished psychiatrist tells of his strange life and equally strange death.”
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From reader reviews:
Charles Lemaster:

The book The Parnas: A Scene from the Holocaust can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book The Parnas; A Scene from the
Holocaust? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many data
for us. It isabsolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Parnas: A Scene from the
Holocaust has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appear the
enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

L eonard Palmer:

The publication untitled The Parnas: A Scene from the Holocaust is the publication that recommended to you
to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did alot
of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of The Parnas: A Scene from the Holocaust from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Danid Kirk:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read any book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24
hours aday to reading areserve. The book The Parnas: A Scene from the Holocaust it doesn't matter what
good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can
mOore very easily to read this book from the smart phone. The priceis not too expensive but this book
provides high quality.

Eunice Holt:

Reading a book to become new life style in thisyr; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get alot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The The Parnas: A Scene from the Holocaust will give you a new experience in reading through a book.
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