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In The Cruel Radiance, Susie Linfield challenges the idea that photographs of political violence exploit their
subjects and pander to the voyeuristic tendencies of their viewers. Instead she argues passionately that
looking at such images—and learning to see the people in them—is an ethically and politically necessary act
that connects us to our modern history of violence and probes the human capacity for cruelty. Grappling with
critics from Walter Benjamin and Bertolt Brecht to Susan Sontag and the postmoderns—and analyzing
photographs from such events as the Holocaust, China’s Cultural Revolution, and recent terrorist
acts—Linfield explores the complex connection between photojournalism and the rise of human rights
ideals. In the book’s concluding section, she examines the indispensable work of Robert Capa, James
Nachtwey, and Gilles Peress and asks how photography should respond to the increasingly nihilistic
trajectory of modern warfare.

A bracing and unsettling book, The Cruel Radiance convincingly demonstrates that if we hope to alleviate
political violence, we must first truly understand it—and to do that, we must begin to look.

Please note: The digital edition does not include 5 of the 20 images that appear in the physical edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Chacko:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book The Cruel
Radiance: Photography and Political Violence. All type of book could you see on many options. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Arthur Smith:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet
and the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
many people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Reading a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Cruel Radiance:
Photography and Political Violence book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Sharon Hardin:

The publication with title The Cruel Radiance: Photography and Political Violence posesses a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

David Smith:

Often the book The Cruel Radiance: Photography and Political Violence has a lot details on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after scanning this book.
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