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The word "sustainability" has been connected to everything from a certain kind of economic development to
corporate promises about improved supply sourcing. But despite the apparent ubiquity of the term, the
concept of sustainability has come to mean a number of specific things. In this accessible guide to the
meanings of sustainability, Kent Portney describes the evolution of the idea and examinesits applicationin a
variety of contemporary contexts -- from economic growth and consumption to government policy and urban
planning.Portney takes as his starting point the 1987 definition by the World Commission on Environment
and Development of sustainability as economic development activity that "meets the needs of the present
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs." At its heart, Portney
explains, sustainability focuses on the use and depletion of natural resources. It is not the same as
environmental protection or natural resource conservation; it is more about finding some sort of steady state
so that the earth can support both human population and economic growth. Portney looks at political
opposition to the promotion of sustainability, which usually questions the need for sustainability or callsits
costs unacceptable; collective and individual consumption of material goods and resources and to what
extent they must be curtailed to achieve sustainability; the role of the private sector, and the co-opting of
sustainability by corporations; government policy on sustainability at the international, national, and
subnational levels; and how cities could become models for sustainability action.
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From reader reviews:
Andrew Parker:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Sustainability (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series).

Bonita Crist:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Sustainability (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) book is
readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer of Sustainability (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) content conveys objective easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just
different such asit. So, do you still thinking Sustainability (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) is
not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Anita Burns;

The guide untitled Sustainability (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) is the reserve that
recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article writer was did alot of research when write the book, hence the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Sustainability (The
MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy freetime.

Helen Noyola:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the spacein your house, you could
haveit in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This Sustainability (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge
series) can give you alot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't
and make you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Sustainability (The MIT
Press Essential Knowledge series).
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