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The twentieth century witnessed an unprecedented increase in the number of capital cities worldwide – in
1900 there were only about forty, but by 2000 there were more than two hundred. And this, surely, is reason
enough for a book devoted to the planning and development of capital cities in the twentieth century.

However, the focus here is not only on recently created capitals. Indeed, the case studies which make up the
core of the book show that, while very different, the development of London or Rome presents as great a
challenge to planners and politicians as the design and building of Brasília or Chandigarh. Put simply, this
book sets out to explore what makes capital cities different from other cities, why their planning is unique,
and why there is such variety from one city to another.

Sir Peter Hall’s ‘Seven Types of Capital City’ and Lawrence Vale’s ‘The Urban Design of Twentieth
Century Capital Cities’ provide the setting for the fifteen case studies which follow – Paris, Moscow and St
Petersburg, Helsinki, London, Tokyo, Washington, Canberra, Ottawa-Hull, Brasília, New Delhi, Berlin,
Rome, Chandigarh, Brussels, New York. To bring the book to a close Peter Hall looks to the future of capital
cities in the twenty-first century.

For anyone with an interest in urban planning and design, architectural, planning and urban history, urban
geography, or simply capital cities and why they are what they are, Planning Twentieth Century Capital
Cities will be the key source book for a long time to come.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Planning Twentieth Century
Capital Cities (Planning, History and Environment Series). All type of book would you see on many
resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Jose Said:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book Planning Twentieth Century Capital Cities (Planning, History and
Environment Series) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book features high quality.

Christopher Rangel:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Planning Twentieth Century Capital Cities (Planning, History and Environment Series).

Julie Long:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that
need more time to be read. Planning Twentieth Century Capital Cities (Planning, History and Environment
Series) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.
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