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The book attends to a historical question ? how to account for the high numbers of renouncers (sadhvis)
mentioned in medieval and ancient texts ? which has been acknowledged and raised, but left unaddressed
within Jain studies. It does so through ethnographic data gathered through extensive fieldwork among the
sadhvisin Delhi and Jaipur.

The volume foregrounds the primacy of ‘choice’ and ‘ agency’ ? upheld by the nuns themselves, who
associate asceticism with autonomy, freedom, joy, spiritual well-being, self-worth and peace, and grihastha
(household) with loss of independence, fettered existence, degradation, burdensome familia obligations and
social responsibilities. It also examines whether it may be apt to term Jain nuns as practitioners of an
‘indigenous mode of feminism’. The book challenges the existing sociological theories of renunciation and
tests the feminist concepts of agency and autonomy by investigating the culturally coded roles ascribed to
women in Jainism, which are variegated, and examines how a fractured discourse and reality isresolved in
the subjectivities and identities of female ascetics. The very legitimacy of the institution of female
asceticism, and the way in which the society (samaj) upholds and sustains it, renders female asceticisminto a
socially approved alternative institution ? albeit one that allows Jain nuns to create spaces of relative and
autonomy and even prestige for themselves.
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From reader reviews:
Cathy Spearman:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that islook
different you can read the book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book Escaping the World: Women Renouncers among Jains
(South Asian History and Culture) it is rather good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this
book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price
is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

James M endoza;

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extratime, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare
time, the book you have read is Escaping the World: Women Renouncers among Jains (South Asian History
and Culture).

M élissa Jackson:

With this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
specia than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple strategy to have that. What
you should do isjust spending your time not much but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of
many books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Escaping the World: Women Renouncers
among Jains (South Asian History and Culture). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines
can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many
advantages.

Willie Quinones:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Escaping the World: Women Renouncers
among Jains (South Asian History and Culture) or even others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In additional



case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Escaping the World: Women Renouncers among Jains

(South Asian History and Culture) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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