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State capitals are an indelible part of the American psyche, spatial representations of state power and national
identity. Learning them by heart is a rite of passage in grade school, a pedagogical exercise that emphasizes
the importance of committing place-names to memory. But geographers have yet to analyze state capitals in
any depth. In American Capitals, Christian Montès takes us on a well-researched journey across
America—from Augusta to Sacramento, Albany to Baton Rouge—shedding light along the way on the
historical circumstances that led to their appointment, their success or failure, and their evolution over time.

           

While all state capitals have a number of characteristics in common—as symbols of the state, as
embodiments of political power and decision making, as public spaces with private interests—Montès does
not interpret them through a single lens, in large part because of the differences in their spatial and historical
evolutionary patterns. Some have remained small, while others have evolved into bustling metropolises, and
Montès explores the dynamics of change and growth. All but eleven state capitals were established in the
nineteenth century, thirty-five before 1861, but, rather astonishingly, only eight of the fifty states have
maintained their original capitals. Despite their revered status as the most monumental and historical cities in
America, capitals come from surprisingly humble beginnings, often plagued by instability, conflict, hostility,
and corruption. Montès reminds us of the period in which they came about, “an era of pioneer and idealized
territorial vision,” coupled with a still-evolving American citizenry and democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Rush:

The reserve with title American Capitals: A Historical Geography (University of Chicago Geography
Research Papers) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Helen Woodson:

The particular book American Capitals: A Historical Geography (University of Chicago Geography
Research Papers) has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this
book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Donald Sigman:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is definitely American Capitals: A Historical Geography (University of Chicago Geography Research
Papers).

Amanda Garcia:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they get
a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book American Capitals: A Historical Geography
(University of Chicago Geography Research Papers) to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill
of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to
read it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
open a book and learn it. Beside that the guide American Capitals: A Historical Geography (University of
Chicago Geography Research Papers) can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of these time.
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