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A gripping investigation—in the vein of the podcast Serial—that reopens the murder of a young
American woman in South Africa, an iconic case that calls into question our understanding of truth
and reconciliation, loyalty, justice, race, and class

The story of Amy Biehl is well known in South Africa: The twenty-six-year-old white American Fulbright
scholar was brutally murdered on August 25, 1993, during the final, fiery days of apartheid by a mob of
young black men in a township outside Cape Town. Her parents’ forgiveness of two of her killers became a
symbol of the Truth and Reconciliation process in South Africa. Justine van der Leun decided to introduce
the story to an American audience. But as she delved into the case, the prevailing narrative started to unravel.
Why didn’t the eyewitness reports agree on who killed Amy Biehl? Were the men convicted of the murder
actually responsible for her death? And then van der Leun stumbled upon another brutal crime committed on
the same day, in the very same area. The true story of Amy Biehl’s death, it turned out, was not only a story
of forgiveness but a reflection of the complicated history of a troubled country.

We Are Not Such Things is the result of van der Leun’s four-year investigation into this strange, knotted tale
of injustice, violence, and compassion. The bizarre twists and turns of this case and its aftermath—and the
story that emerges of what happened on that fateful day in 1993 and in the decades that followed—come
together in an unsparing account of life in South Africa today. Van der Leun immerses herself in the lives of
her subjects and paints a stark, moving portrait of a township and its residents. We come to understand that
the issues at the heart of her investigation are universal in scope and powerful in resonance. We Are Not Such
Things reveals how reconciliation is impossible without an acknowledgment of the past, a lesson as relevant
to America today as to a South Africa still struggling with the long shadow of its history.

Praise for We Are Not Such Things

“This suspenseful and engrossing story calls into question the simplicities people yearn for when justice is
sought for a vicious crime. Justine van der Leun shows how a powerful desire for reconciliation can in fact
obscure the truth, a truth we need in order to establish the equity and justice that all people deserve.”—Piper
Kerman, author of Orange Is the New Black

“What an achievement! This absorbing account of the pursuit of the truth about an infamous and symbolic
crime is consummate in its reach and penetration.”—Norman Rush, author of Mating

“This is a murder story told with the dramatic tension of Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood and the precision of
the very best nonfiction reporting. Each page bursts with fresh insights into the contradictions of modern-day
South Africa as well as the elusiveness of finding the absolute truth.”—Barbara Demick, author of
Nothing to Envy and Logavina Street

“A fascinating, clear-eyed journey into the disheartening political reality of contemporary South



Africa.”—Jill Leovy, author of Ghettoside

“This is a troubling, deeply felt piece of work. Van der Leun’s excellent reportage reveals that things are not
what they seem in South Africa.”—James McBride, author of Kill ’Em and Leave

“Grants the reader an extraordinary and profound privilege: the capacity to inhabit fully a place, a history, a
moment, a human heart.”—Jeff Hobbs, author of The Short and Tragic Life of Robert Peace

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Laflamme:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like We Are Not Such Things:
The Murder of a Young American, a South African Township, and the Search for Truth and Reconciliation
which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Alejandro Jones:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This reserve We Are Not Such Things: The Murder of a Young American, a South
African Township, and the Search for Truth and Reconciliation was filled in relation to science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read
a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Heather Bly:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library.
They go to generally there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important,
boring along with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important
for you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this We Are Not Such Things: The Murder
of a Young American, a South African Township, and the Search for Truth and Reconciliation can make you
truly feel more interested to read.

Ann Reiter:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those publications have
many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the book
We Are Not Such Things: The Murder of a Young American, a South African Township, and the Search for
Truth and Reconciliation we can take more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being
creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end
up being doubt to change your life by this book We Are Not Such Things: The Murder of a Young



American, a South African Township, and the Search for Truth and Reconciliation. You can more attractive
than now.
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