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This book is about representations of sodomy. While most of the texts it considers are literary-works by
Shakespeare, Marlowe, Spenser, among others-it is framed by political considerations, notably the 1986 U.S.
Supreme Court decision in Bowers v. Hardwick that denied any constitutional act to private consensual acts
that the court termed 'homosexual sodomy' and the rhetoric attaching sodomy to Saddam Hussein in the
initial U.S. war in Iraq.The book takes as axiomatic Foucault's description of sodomy as 'that utterly
confused category.' Without collapsing questions of historical difference, it works to articulate relations
between the early modern period and our own, between a time before the homo/heterosexual divide and the
modern regimes that assume it. In this book, sodometries (a Renaissance word for 'sodomy' chosen for its
nonce-word suggestiveness) are sites of complications around definitions of sex and gender. Because
'sodomy' is not a term capable of singular definition, representations of sodomy are never direct. Sodomy
exists only relationally.Three social domains for textual production are explored in this book: the sixteenth-
century English court as the location of high literariness; the theater, especially as a site for controversy
around cross-dressing; the New World as the place where the slaughter of native populations (and, in New
England, of Englishmen as well) was carried out in the name of ridding the hemisphere of sodomites. These
lethal impulses are read as foundational for a U.S. imaginary still operative in many powerful quarters.The
analyses of literary texts engage the most advanced work in early modern literary criticism (that done by
feminist and New Historicist critics) and proposes a queer perspective that necessarily complicates and
enriches such inquiries. Besides offering detailed readings of literary texts not often read in terms of the
history of sexuality (Shakespeare's history plays, for example), the book also examines narratives of the
conquest and colonization of the Americas.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Gagne:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Sodometries: Renaissance Texts, Modern Sexualities.

Paul Gay:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important normally. The book Sodometries: Renaissance Texts, Modern Sexualities
has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The reserve Sodometries: Renaissance Texts, Modern Sexualities is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also being your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend
your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Sodometries:
Renaissance Texts, Modern Sexualities. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Agatha Draper:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Sodometries: Renaissance Texts, Modern Sexualities book is
readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer connected with Sodometries: Renaissance Texts, Modern Sexualities content conveys thinking easily
to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Sodometries: Renaissance Texts, Modern Sexualities
is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Vincent Olson:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book Sodometries: Renaissance Texts, Modern Sexualities we can consider more advantage. Don't you to
be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Sodometries:
Renaissance Texts, Modern Sexualities. You can more desirable than now.
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