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Marina Benjamin grew up in London feeling estranged from her family's exotic Middle Eastern ways. She
refused to speak the Arabic her mother and grandmother spoke at home. She rejected the peculiar food they
ate in favor of hamburgers and beer. But when Benjamin had her own child a few years ago, she realized that
she was losing her link to the past.

In Last Days in Babylon, Benjamin delves into the story of her family's life among the Jews of Iraq in the
first half of the twentieth century. When Iraq gained independence in 1932, Jews were the largest and most
prosperous ethnic group in Baghdad. They dominated trade and finance, hobnobbed with Iraqi dignitaries,
and lived in grandiose villas on the banks of the Tigris. Just twenty years later the community had been
utterly ravaged, its members effectively expelled from the country by a hostile Iraqi government. Benjamin's
grandmother Regina Sehayek lived through it all. Born in 1905, when Baghdad was still under Ottoman
control, her childhood was a virtual idyll. This privileged existence was barely touched when the British
marched into Iraq. But with the rise of Arab nationalism and the first stirrings of anti-Zionism, Regina, then a
young mother, began to have dark premonitions of what was to come. By the time Iraq was galvanized by
war, revolution, and regicide, Regina was already gone, her hair-raising escape a tragic exodus from a land
she loved -- and a permanent departure from the husband whose gentle guiding hand had made her the
woman she was.

Benjamin's keen ear and fluid writing bring to life Regina's Baghdad, both good and bad. More than a
stirring story of survival, Last Days in Babylon is a bittersweet portrait of Old World Baghdad and its
colorful Jewish community, whose roots predate the birth of Islam by a thousand years and whose culture
did much to make Iraq the peaceful desert paradise that has since become a distant memory.

In 2004 Benjamin visited Baghdad for the first time, searching for the remains of its once vital Jewish
community. What she discovered will haunt anyone who seeks to understand a country that continues to
command the world's attention, just as it did when Regina Sehayek proudly walked through Baghdad's
streets. By turns moving and funny, Last Days in Babylon is an adventure story, a riveting history, and a
timely reminder that behind today's headlines are real people whose lives are caught -- too often tragically --
in the crossfire of misunderstanding, age-old prejudice, and geopolitical ambition.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Putnam:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Last Days in Babylon: The History
of a Family, the Story of a Nation is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Gwendolyn Smith:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Last Days in
Babylon: The History of a Family, the Story of a Nation suitable to you? The actual book was written by
famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled Last Days in Babylon: The History of a Family, the Story
of a Nationis the main of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand
the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you
can see the represented of the world with this book.

Maria Forshee:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Last
Days in Babylon: The History of a Family, the Story of a Nation provide you with new experience in looking
at a book.

Yolanda Sartain:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this book. This Last Days in Babylon: The History of a
Family, the Story of a Nation is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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