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Few features of contemporary American culture are as widely lamented as the public's obsession with
celebrity--and the trivializing effect this obsession has on what appears as news. Nevertheless, America's
"culture of celebrity" remains misunderstood, particularly when critics discuss its historical roots.

In this pathbreaking book, Charles Ponce de Leon provides a new interpretation of the emergence of
celebrity. Focusing on the development of human-interest journalism about prominent public figures, he
illuminates the ways in which new forms of press coverage gradually undermined the belief that famous
people were "great," instead encouraging the public to regard them as complex, interesting, even flawed
individuals and offering readers seemingly intimate glimpses of the "real" selves that were presumed to lie
behind the calculated, self-promotional fronts that celebrities displayed in public. But human-interest
journalism about celebrities did more than simply offer celebrities a new means of gaining publicity or
provide readers with the "inside dope," says Ponce de Leon. In chapters devoted to celebrities from the
realms of business, politics, entertainment, and sports, he shows how authors of celebrity journalism used
their writings to weigh in on subjects as wide-ranging as social class, race relations, gender roles, democracy,
political reform, self-expression, material success, competition, and the work ethic, offering the public a new
lens through which to view these issues.
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From reader reviews:

Peter Tesch:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this Self-Exposure: Human-Interest
Journalism and the Emergence of Celebrity in America, 1890-1940 book as beginning and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Linda Porter:

This Self-Exposure: Human-Interest Journalism and the Emergence of Celebrity in America, 1890-1940 tend
to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Self-Exposure:
Human-Interest Journalism and the Emergence of Celebrity in America, 1890-1940 can be one of many great
books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this
Self-Exposure: Human-Interest Journalism and the Emergence of Celebrity in America, 1890-1940 forcing
you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking
that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Joyce Cannon:

The publication with title Self-Exposure: Human-Interest Journalism and the Emergence of Celebrity in
America, 1890-1940 contains a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage
after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Edward Doucet:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That Self-Exposure: Human-Interest Journalism and the
Emergence of Celebrity in America, 1890-1940 can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this
one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let
us have Self-Exposure: Human-Interest Journalism and the Emergence of Celebrity in America, 1890-1940.
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