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Combining queer theory with theories of affect, psychoanalysis, and Foucauldian genealogy, Romanticism,
Gender, and Violence: Blake to George Sodini theorizes performative melancholia, a condition where,
regardless of sexual orientation, overinvestment in gender norms causes subjects who are unable to embody
those norms to experience socially expected (‘normal’) gender as something unattainable or lost. This
perceived loss causes an ambivalence within the subject that can lead to self-inflicted violence (masochism,
suicide) or violence toward others (sadism, murder). Reading a range of Romantic poetry and novels
between 1790-1820, but ultimately moving beyond the period to show its contemporary cultural relevance
through readings of Eliot’s The Mill on the Floss, Virginia Woolf’s Mrs. Dalloway, Andrew Holleran’s
Dancer from the Dance, and George Sodini’s 2009 murder-suicide case, this study argues that we need to
move beyond focusing on bullying, teens, and LGBT students and look at our cultural investment in gender
normativity itself. Doing so allows us to recognize that the relationship between non-normative gender
performance and violence is not simply a gay problem; it is a human problem that can affect people of any
sex, sexuality, age, race, or ethnicity and one that we can trace back to the Romantic period. Bringing late
18th-century novels into conversation with both canonical and lesser-known Romantic poetry, allows us to
see that, as people whose performance of gender occasionally exceeds the normal, we too often internalize
these norms and punish ourselves or others for our inability to adhere to them. Contrasting paired chapters by
male and female authors and including sections on failed romantic coupling, melancholic femininities,
melancholic masculinities, failed gender performance and madness, and ending with a section titled After
Romanticism, this study works on multiple levels to complicate previous understandings of gender and
violence in Romanticism while also offering a model for contemporary issues relating to gender and violence
among people who ‘fail’ to perform gender according to social norms.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Phillips:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Romanticism, Gender, and Violence: Blake
to George Sodini is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Janice Burgess:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take Romanticism, Gender, and Violence: Blake to George Sodini as the daily
resource information.

Justin Belz:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you should do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
several books in the top listing in your reading list will be Romanticism, Gender, and Violence: Blake to
George Sodini. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking right up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Steven Jones:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
also know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Romanticism,
Gender, and Violence: Blake to George Sodini.
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