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A tiny African-American baby lies in a hospital incubator, tubes protruding from his nostrils, head, and
limbs. /u0022He couldn't take the hit,/u0022 the caption warns. /u0022If you're pregnant, don't take
drugs./u0022 Ten years earlier, this billboard would have been largely unintelligible to many of us. But when
it appeared in 1991, it immediately conjured up several powerful images: the helpless infant himself; his
unseen environment, a newborn intensive care unit filled with babies crying inconsolably; and the mother
who did this -- crack-addicted and unrepentant. Misconceiving Mothers is a case study of how public policy
about reproduction and crime is made. Laura E. Gomez uses secondary research and first-hand interviews
with legislators and prosecutors to examine attitudes toward the criminalization and/or medicalization of
drug use during pregnancy by the legislature and criminal justice systems in California. She traces how an
initial tendency toward criminalization gave way to a trend toward seeing the problem of /u0022crack
babies/u0022 as an issue of social welfare and public health. It is no surprise that in an atmosphere of
mother-blaming, particularly targeted at poor women and women of color, /u0022crack babies/u0022 so
easily captured the American popular imagination in the late 1980s. What is surprising is the was prenatal
drug exposure came to be institutionalized in the state apparatus. Gomez attributes this circumstance to four
interrelated cause: the gendered nature of the social problem; the recasting of the problem as fundamentally
/u0022medical/u0022 rather than /u0022criminal/u0022; the dynamic nature of t he process of
institutionalization; and the specific feature of the legal institutions -- that is, the legislature and prosecutors'
offices -- the became prominent in the case. At one level Misconceiving Mothers tells the story of a
particular problem at a particular time and place -- how the California legislature and district attorneys
grappled with pregnant women's drug use in the late 1980s and early 1990s. At another level, the book tells a
more general story about the political nature of contemporary social problems. The story it tells is political
not just because it deals with the character of political institutions but because the process itself and the
nature of the claims-making concern the power to control the allocation of state resources. A number of
studies have looked at how the initial criminalization of social problems takes place. Misconceiving Mothers
looks at the process by which a criminalized social problem is institutionalized through the attitudes and
policies of elite decision-makers.
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From reader reviews:

Vincent Baker:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Misconceiving Mothers:
Legislators, Prosecutors, and the Politics of Prenatal Drug Exposure (Gender Family And The Law). All type
of book could you see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Juanita Hernandez:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you study a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Misconceiving Mothers: Legislators, Prosecutors, and the Politics of Prenatal Drug Exposure (Gender
Family And The Law) will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Nora Mickey:

Beside this kind of Misconceiving Mothers: Legislators, Prosecutors, and the Politics of Prenatal Drug
Exposure (Gender Family And The Law) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Misconceiving Mothers: Legislators, Prosecutors, and the Politics of Prenatal Drug Exposure (Gender
Family And The Law) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have
book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you
still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from at this point!

David Auman:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the
top collection in your reading list will be Misconceiving Mothers: Legislators, Prosecutors, and the Politics
of Prenatal Drug Exposure (Gender Family And The Law). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can
get many advantages.
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