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The Supreme Court is one of the most extraordinary institutions in our system of government. Charged with
the responsibility of interpreting the Constitution, the nine unelected justices of the Court have the awesome
power to strike down laws enacted by our elected representatives. Why does the public accept the Court’s
decisions as legitimate and follow them, even when those decisions are highly unpopular? What must the
Court do to maintain the public’s faith? How can the Court help make our democracy work? These are the
questions that Justice Stephen Breyer tackles in this groundbreaking book.

Today we assume that when the Court rules, the public will obey. But Breyer declares that we cannot take
the public’s confidence in the Court for granted. He reminds us that at various moments in our history, the
Court’s decisions were disobeyed or ignored. And through investigations of past cases, concerning the
Cherokee Indians, slavery, and Brown v. Board of Education, he brilliantly captures the steps—and the
missteps—the Court took on the road to establishing its legitimacy as the guardian of the Constitution.

Justice Breyer discusses what the Court must do going forward to maintain that public confidence and argues
for interpreting the Constitution in a way that works in practice. He forcefully rejects competing approaches
that look exclusively to the Constitution’s text or to the eighteenth-century views of the framers. Instead, he
advocates a pragmatic approach that applies unchanging constitutional values to ever-changing
circumstances—an approach that will best demonstrate to the public that the Constitution continues to serve
us well. The Court, he believes, must also respect the roles that other actors—such as the president,
Congress, administrative agencies, and the states—play in our democracy, and he emphasizes the Court’s
obligation to build cooperative relationships with them.

Finally, Justice Breyer examines the Court’s recent decisions concerning the detainees held at Guantánamo
Bay, contrasting these decisions with rulings concerning the internment of Japanese-Americans during
World War II. He uses these cases to show how the Court can promote workable government by respecting
the roles of other constitutional actors without compromising constitutional principles.

Making Our Democracy Work is a tour de force of history and philosophy, offering an original approach to
interpreting the Constitution that judges, lawyers, and scholars will look to for many years to come. And it
further establishes Justice Breyer as one of the Court’s greatest intellectuals and a leading legal voice of our
time.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Nick Jansen:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Making
Our Democracy Work: A Judge's View? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Darrell Fowler:

This book untitled Making Our Democracy Work: A Judge's View to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will
easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Michelle Carlson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Making Our Democracy Work: A Judge's View, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

April Cotton:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Making Our Democracy Work: A Judge's View provide you with a new experience in reading through a
book.
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