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Even as they see their wages go down and their buying power decrease, many parents are still putting their
kids material desiresfirst. These parents struggle with how to handle children's consumer wants, which
continue unabated despite the economic downturn. And, indeed, parents and other adults continue to spend
billions of dollars on children every year. Why do children seem to desire so much, so often, so soon, and
why do parents capitulate so readily? To determine what forces lie behind the onslaught of Nintendo Wiis
and Bratz dolls, Allison J. Pugh spent three years observing and interviewing children and their families. In
Longing and Belonging: Parents, Children, and Consumer Culture, Pugh teases out the complex factors that
contribute to how we buy, from lunchroom conversations about Game Boys to the stark inequalities facing
American children. Pugh finds that children's desires stem less from striving for status or falling victim to
advertising than from their yearning to join the conversation at school or in the neighborhood. Most parents
respond to children's need to belong by buying the particular goods and experiences that act as passportsin
children's socia worlds, because they sympathize with their children's fear of being different from their
peers. Even under financial constraints, families prioritize children "feeling normal". Pugh masterfully
illuminates the surprising similarities in the fears and hopes of parents and children from vastly different
social contexts, showing that while corporate marketing and materialism play a part in the commodification
of childhood, at the heart of the matter is the desire to belong.
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From reader reviews:
Nathaniel Gonzalez:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can redlize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant point to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Longing and Belonging: Parents,
Children, and Consumer Culture will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence
if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored.
It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book
with you?

Michael Watkins:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Longing and Belonging: Parents, Children, and Consumer Culture book is readable by
simply you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Longing
and Belonging: Parents, Children, and Consumer Culture content conveys objective easily to understand by a
lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it.
S0, do you nevertheless thinking Longing and Belonging: Parents, Children, and Consumer Culture is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Kenneth M atson:

The reason why? Because this Longing and Belonging: Parents, Children, and Consumer Cultureisan
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with
the secret thisinside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who a so write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This amazing book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So, still want to hold up having that book? If | had been
you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Alice Resder:

Don't beworry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. Thiskind of Longing and Belonging: Parents, Children, and
Consumer Culture can give you alot of buddies because by you taking alook at this one book you have
thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So, why hesitate? Let me have Longing and
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