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In 2009, when Raquel Cepeda almost lost her estranged father to heart disease, she was terrified she'd
never know the truth about her ancestry. Every time she looked in the mirror, Cepeda saw a mystery-
-a tapestry of races and ethnicities that came together in an ambiguous mix. With time running out,
she decided to embark on an archaeological dig of sorts by using the science of ancestral DNA testing
to excavate everything she could about her genetic history.

Digging through memories long buried, she embarks upon a journey not only into her ancestry but also into
her own history. Born in Harlem to Dominican parents, she was sent to live with her maternal grandparents
in the Paraíso (Paradise) district in Santo Domingo while still a baby. It proved to be an idyllic reprieve in
her otherwise fraught childhood. Paraíso came to mean family, home, belonging. When Cepeda returned to
the US, she discovered her family constellation had changed. Her mother had a new, abusive boyfriend, who
relocated the family to San Francisco. When that relationship fell apart, Cepeda found herself back in New
York City with her father and European stepmother: attending tennis lessons and Catholic schools; fighting
vicious battles wih her father, who discouraged her from expressing the Dominican part of her hyphenated
identity; and immersed in the '80s hip-hop culture of uptown Manhattan. It was in these streets, through the
prism of hip-hop and the sometimes loving embrace of her community, that Cepeda constructed her own
identity.

Years later, when Cepeda had become a successful journalist and documentary filmmaker, the strands of her
DNA would take her further, across the globe and into history. Who were her ancestors? How did they--and
she--become Latina? Her journey, as the most unforgettable ones often do, would lead her to places she
hadn't expected to go. With a vibrant lyrical prose and fierce honesty, Cepeda parses concepts of race,
identity, and ancestral DNA among Latinos by using her own Dominican-American story as one example,
and in the process arrives at some sort of peace with her father.
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From reader reviews:

Greg Little:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Bird of Paradise: How I Became
Latina. All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social
media.

Lucille Daulton:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster.
And you have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Bird of
Paradise: How I Became Latina to read.

Major Talley:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Bird of Paradise: How I Became
Latina that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you
who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
can pick Bird of Paradise: How I Became Latina become your personal starter.

Lauren Miner:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the Bird of Paradise: How I Became Latina when you desired it?
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