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The population of Brazil increased tenfold, from 10 to over 100 million, between 1880 and 1980, nearly half
of thisincrease occurring since the end of World War 11. The Politics of Population in Brazl examines the
attitudes toward population planning of Brazilian government officials and other elites—bishops, politicians,
labor leaders, and business owners—in comparison with mass public opinion. The authors' findings that
elites seriously underestimate the desire for family planning services, while the public views birth control as
abasic issue, represent an important contribution on atimely issue.

A major reason for this disparity isthat the dlites tend to define the issue as a matter of national power and
collective growth, and the public sees it as a bread-and-butter question affecting the daily lives of families.
McDonough and DeSouza document not only the real gulf between elite and mass opinion but also the
propensity of the elites to exaggerate this gap through their stereotyping of public opinion as conservative
and disinterested in family planning.

Despite these differences, the authors demonstrate that population planning is less conflict ridden than many
other controversiesin Brazilian politics and probably more amenable to piecemeal bargaining than some
earlier studies suggest. In part, thisis because attitudes on the issue are not closely identified with opinions
regarding left-versus-right disputes. In addition, for the public in general, religious sentiment affects attitudes
toward family planning only indirectly. This separation, which reflects the historical lack of penetration of
Brazilian society on the part of the church, further attenuates the issue's potential for galvanizing deep-seated
antagonisms. As the authors note, this situation stands in contrast to the fierce debates that moral issues have
generated in Spain and Ireland.

The study is noteworthy not only for its original approach—the incorporation of mass and elite data and the
departure from the standard concerns with fertility determinants in population—but also for its sophisticated
methodology and lucid presentation.
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From reader reviews:
Georgetta Watson:

The book The Politics of Population in Brazil: Elite Ambivalence and Public Demand (Texas Pan American)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the great thing like a book The Palitics of Population in Brazil: Elite Ambivalence and Public
Demand (Texas Pan American)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this
book can give many datafor us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share al of these.
Book The Palitics of Population in Brazil: Elite Ambivalence and Public Demand (Texas Pan American) has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous
world by open up and read ae-book. So it is very wonderful.

Paul Tirrél:

The particular book The Politics of Population in Brazil: Elite Ambivalence and Public Demand (Texas Pan
American) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
describe the ideais very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The
book The Politics of Population in Brazil: Elite Ambivalence and Public Demand (Texas Pan American) is
much recommended to you to study. Y ou can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

William Grant:

Often the book The Politics of Population in Brazil: Elite Ambivalence and Public Demand (Texas Pan
American) has alot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of advantage. The
book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book.
This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Nancy Royals:

This The Politics of Population in Brazil: Elite Ambivalence and Public Demand (Texas Pan American) is
great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who else always deal with world
and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or
we can declare no rambling sentencesinside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
factsinit. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with
beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Politics of Population in Brazil: Elite Ambivalence and Public
Demand (Texas Pan American) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it isnot ridiculous 1.
We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this publication
already do that. So , thisis good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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