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For many of the forty years of her life as aslave, Azeline Hearne cohabitated with her wealthy, unmarried
master, Samuel R. Hearne. She bore him four children, only one of whom survived past early childhood.
When Sam died shortly after the Civil War ended, he publicly acknowledged his relationship with Azeline
and bequeathed his entire estate to their twenty-year-old mulatto son, with the provision that he take care of
his mother. When their son died early in 1868, Azeline inherited one of the most profitable cotton plantations
in Texas and became one of the wealthiest ex-slavesin the former Confederacy. In Counterfeit Justice, Dale
Baum traces Azeline' s remarkable story, detailing her ongoing legal battles to claim and maintain her legacy.

As Baum shows, Azeline' sinheritance quickly made her atarget for predatory whites determined to strip her
of her land. A familiar figure at the Robertson County District Court from the late 1860s to the early 1880s,
Azdline faced numerous lawsuits—including one filed against her by her own lawyer. Samuel Hearne's
family took steps to dispossess her, and other unscrupul ous white men challenged thetitle to her plantation,
using claims based on old Spanish land grants. Azeline' s prolonged and courageous defense of her rightful
title brought her a certain notoriety: the first freedwoman to be a party to three separate civil lawsuits
appealed all the way to the Texas Supreme Court and the first former slave in Robertson County indicted on
criminal charges of perjury. Although repeatedly blocked and frustrated by the convolutions of the legal
system, she evolved from a bewildered defendant to a determined plaintiff who, in one extraordinary lawsuit,
came tantalizingly close to achieving revenge against those who defrauded her for over a decade.

Due to gapsin the available historical record and the unreliability of secondary accounts based on local
Reconstruction folklore, many of the details of Azeline's story are lost to history. But Baum grounds his
speculation about her life in recent scholarship on the Reconstruction era, and he puts his findings in context
in the history of Robertson County. Although history has not credited Azeline Hearne with influencing the
course of the law, the story of her uniquely difficult position after the Civil War gives an unprecedented view
of the eraand of one solitary woman’s attempt to negotiate its social and legal complexitiesin her struggleto
find justice.

Baum’s meticulously researched narrative will be of keen interest to legal scholars and to all those interested
in the plight of freed dlaves during this era.
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From reader reviews:
Mary Partee:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Counterfeit Justice: The Judicial
Odyssey of Texas Freedwoman Azeline Hearne (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American
Civil War) iskind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Mamie Shaw:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline Counterfeit
Justice: The Judicial Odyssey of Texas Freedwoman Azeline Hearne (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions
of the American Civil War) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era.
The particular book untitled Counterfeit Justice: The Judicial Odyssey of Texas Freedwoman Azeline Hearne
(Conflicting Worlds. New Dimensions of the American Civil War)is one of several books in which everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired a number of peoplein the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple
way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you alarge
amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Carol Boissonneault:

Typically the book Counterfeit Justice: The Judicial Odyssey of Texas Freedwoman Azeline Hearne
(Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) will bring that you the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the ideais very unique. When you try to find new
book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Counterfeit Justice: The Judicial Odyssey of Texas
Freedwoman Azeline Hearne (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) is much
recommended to you to learn. Y ou can aso get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read
the book.

Earl Casey:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you arein the book store? Try and pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be Counterfeit Justice: The Judicial Odyssey of Texas
Freedwoman Azeline Hearne (Conflicting Worlds: New Dimensions of the American Civil War) why
because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The



inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.
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