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Machiavelli praised his military genius. European royalty sought out his secret elixir against poison. His life
inspired Mozart's first opera, while for centuries poets and playwrights recited bloody, romantic tales of his
victories, defeats, intrigues, concubines, and mysterious death. But until now no modern historian has
recounted the full story of Mithradates, the ruthless king and visionary rebel who challenged the power of
Rome in the first century BC. In this richly illustrated book--the first biography of Mithradates in fifty years-
-Adrienne Mayor combines a storyteller's gifts with the most recent archaeological and scientific discoveries
to tell the tale of Mithradates as it has never been told before.

The Poison King describes a life brimming with spectacle and excitement. Claiming Alexander the Great and
Darius of Persia as ancestors, Mithradates inherited a wealthy Black Sea kingdom at age fourteen after his
mother poisoned his father. He fled into exile and returned in triumph to become a ruler of superb
intelligence and fierce ambition. Hailed as a savior by his followers and feared as a second Hannibal by his
enemies, he envisioned a grand Eastern empire to rival Rome. After massacring eighty thousand Roman
citizens in 88 BC, he seized Greece and modern-day Turkey. Fighting some of the most spectacular battles in
ancient history, he dragged Rome into a long round of wars and threatened to invade Italy itself. His uncanny
ability to elude capture and surge back after devastating losses unnerved the Romans, while his mastery of
poisons allowed him to foil assassination attempts and eliminate rivals.

The Poison King is a gripping account of one of Rome's most relentless but least understood foes.

Some images inside the book are unavailable due to digital copyright restrictions.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Moore:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Poison King: The Life and Legend of Mithradates, Rome's
Deadliest Enemy. Try to face the book The Poison King: The Life and Legend of Mithradates, Rome's
Deadliest Enemy as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Carl Kile:

The Poison King: The Life and Legend of Mithradates, Rome's Deadliest Enemy can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The Poison King: The Life and Legend of Mithradates, Rome's Deadliest Enemy but
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
thinking.

Alan Archuleta:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to be
go through. The Poison King: The Life and Legend of Mithradates, Rome's Deadliest Enemy can be your
answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Barbra Walker:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Poison King: The Life
and Legend of Mithradates, Rome's Deadliest Enemy which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's see.
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