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In her examination of the culture of Italian fascism, Mabel Berezin focuses on how Mussolini's regime
consciously constructed a nonliberal public sphere to support its political aims. Fascism stresses form over
content, she believes, and the regime tried to build its political support through the careful construction and
manipulation of public spectacles or rituals such as parades, commemoration ceremonies, and holiday
festivities.

The fascists believed they could rely on the motivating power of spectacle, and experiential symbols. In
contrast with the liberal democratic notion of separable public and private selves, Italian fascism attempted
to merge the public and private selves in political spectacles, creating communities of feeling in public
piazzas. Such communities were only temporary, Berezin explains, and fascist identity was only formed to
the extent that it could be articulated in a language of pre-existing cultural identities.

In the Italian case, those identities meant the popular culture of Roman Catholicism and the cult of
motherhood. Berezin hypothesizes that at particular historical moments certain social groups which perceive
the division of public and private self as untenable on cultural grounds will gain political ascendance. Her
hypothesis opens a new perspective on how fascism works.
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From reader reviews:

Jenny Dill:

The book Making the Fascist Self: The Political Culture of Interwar Italy (The Wilder House Series in
Politics, History and Culture) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book Making the Fascist Self: The
Political Culture of Interwar Italy (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History and Culture)? Wide variety
you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Making the Fascist Self: The Political Culture of
Interwar Italy (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History and Culture) has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Lisa Shumaker:

Here thing why this Making the Fascist Self: The Political Culture of Interwar Italy (The Wilder House
Series in Politics, History and Culture) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Making
the Fascist Self: The Political Culture of Interwar Italy (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History and
Culture) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no
guide that similar with Making the Fascist Self: The Political Culture of Interwar Italy (The Wilder House
Series in Politics, History and Culture). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to
bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Making the Fascist Self: The Political
Culture of Interwar Italy (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History and Culture) in e-book can be your
alternate.

Vicki Harris:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Making the Fascist Self: The Political Culture of Interwar
Italy (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History and Culture) can be fine book to read. May be it may be
best activity to you.



Margaret Pace:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes studying,
not only science book but novel and Making the Fascist Self: The Political Culture of Interwar Italy (The
Wilder House Series in Politics, History and Culture) or perhaps others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In different
case, beside science guide, any other book likes Making the Fascist Self: The Political Culture of Interwar
Italy (The Wilder House Series in Politics, History and Culture) to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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