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How do threats of terrorism affect the opinions of citizens? Speculation abounds, but until now no one had
marshaled hard evidence to explain the complexities of this relationship. Drawing on data from surveys and
original experiments they conducted in the United States and Mexico, Jennifer Merolla and Elizabeth
Zechmeister demonstrate how our strategies for coping with terrorist threats significantly influence our
attitudes toward fellow citizens, political leaders, and foreign nations.

The authors reveal, for example, that some people try to restore a sense of order and control through
increased wariness of others—especially of those who exist outside the societal mainstream. Additionally,
voters under threat tend to prize “strong leadership” more highly than partisan affiliation, making some
politicians seem more charismatic than they otherwise would. The authors show that a wary public will
sometimes continue to empower such leaders after they have been elected, giving them greater authority
even at the expense of institutional checks and balances. Having demonstrated that a climate of terrorist
threat also increases support for restrictive laws at home and engagement against terrorists abroad, Merolla
and Zechmeister conclude that our responses to such threats can put democracy at risk.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Chatham:

The book Democracy at Risk: How Terrorist Threats Affect the Public (Chicago Studies in American
Politics) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make reading a book Democracy at Risk: How Terrorist Threats Affect the Public
(Chicago Studies in American Politics) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything if you like start and read a
publication Democracy at Risk: How Terrorist Threats Affect the Public (Chicago Studies in American
Politics). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Ardith Bobo:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the whole
day to reading a publication. The book Democracy at Risk: How Terrorist Threats Affect the Public
(Chicago Studies in American Politics) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this
book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Richard Powe:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Democracy at Risk: How Terrorist Threats Affect the
Public (Chicago Studies in American Politics) can give you a lot of friends because by you looking at this
one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind
of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your
friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We
need to have Democracy at Risk: How Terrorist Threats Affect the Public (Chicago Studies in American
Politics).

Allen Lutz:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is



very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Democracy at
Risk: How Terrorist Threats Affect the Public (Chicago Studies in American Politics).
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