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By the early eighteenth century, the rapid expansion of the British empire had created a technological
problem: communication and networking became increasingly vital yet harder to maintain. As colonial
possessions and populations grew and more individuals moved around the globe, Britons both at home and
abroad required a constant and reliable means of communication to conduct business, plumb intellectual
concerns, discuss family matters, run distant estates, and exchange news. As face-to-face communication
became more intermittent, men and women across the early modern British world relied on letters.

In The Opened Letter, historian Lindsay O'Neill explores the importance and impact of networking via
letter-writing among the members of the elite from England, Ireland, and the colonies. Combining extensive
archival research with social network digital technology, The Opened Letter captures the dynamic
associations that created a vibrant, expansive, and elaborate web of communication. The author examined
more than 10,000 letters produced by such figures as Virginia planters William Byrd I and his son William
Byrd II; the Anglo-Irish nobleman John Perceval; the newly minted Duke of Chandos, James Brydges, and
his wife Cassandra Brydges; and Sir Hans Sloane, the president of the Royal Society, and his colleague Peter
Collinson. She also mined letters from the likes of Nicholas Blundell, a Catholic member of the Lancashire
gentry, and James Eliot, a London merchant and ardent Quaker. The Opened Letter reassembles and presents
the vital individual and interlocking epistolary webs constructed by disparate groups of letter writers. These
early social networks illuminate the structural, social, and geographic workings of the British world as the
nation was becoming a dominant global power.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Garner:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day long to reading a publication. The book The Opened Letter: Networking in the Early Modern
British World (The Early Modern Americas) it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Earline Martin:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. The Opened Letter: Networking in the Early Modern British World (The Early Modern Americas)
can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Tanisha Goss:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is The Opened Letter: Networking in the Early Modern British World (The
Early Modern Americas) this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now.
This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book. That is why
this book acceptable all of you.

Willis Harrington:

Beside this particular The Opened Letter: Networking in the Early Modern British World (The Early Modern
Americas) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like
an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Opened Letter: Networking in the
Early Modern British World (The Early Modern Americas) because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,



that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from
right now!
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