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In The Garden of Delights, Fiona J. Griffiths offers the first major study of the Hortus deliciarum, a
magnificently illuminated manuscript of theology, biblical history, and canon law written both by and
explicitly for women at the end of the twelfth century. In so doing she provides a brilliantly persuasive new
reading of female monastic culture. Through careful analysis of the contents, structure, and organization of
the Hortus, Griffiths argues for women's profound engagement with the spiritual and intellectual vitality of
the period on a level previously thought unimaginable, overturning the assumption that women were largely
excluded from the "renaissance" and "reform" of this period. As a work of scholarship that drew from a wide
range of sources, both monastic and scholastic, the Hortus provides a witness to the richness of women's
reading practices within the cloister, demonstrating that it was possible, even late into the twelfth century, for
communities of religious women to pursue an educational program that rivaled that available to men. At the
same time, the manuscript's reformist agenda reveals how women engaged the pressing spiritual questions of
the day, even going so far as to criticize priests and other churchmen who fell short of their reformist ideals.

Through her wide-ranging examination of the texts and images of the Hortus, their sources, composition, and
function, Griffiths offers an integrated understanding of the whole manuscript, one which highlights
women's Latin learning and orthodox spirituality. The Garden of Delights contributes to some of the most
urgent questions concerning medieval religious women, the interplay of gender, spirituality, and intellectual
engagement, to discussions concerning women scribes and writers, women readers, female authorship and
authority, and the visual culture of female communities. It will be of interest to art historians, scholars of
women's and gender studies, historians of medieval religion, education, and theology, and literary scholars
studying questions of female authorship and models of women's reading.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Grant:

This The Garden of Delights: Reform and Renaissance for Women in the Twelfth Century (The Middle Ages
Series) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this
The Garden of Delights: Reform and Renaissance for Women in the Twelfth Century (The Middle Ages
Series) can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside
that this The Garden of Delights: Reform and Renaissance for Women in the Twelfth Century (The Middle
Ages Series) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Gerald Rountree:

The Garden of Delights: Reform and Renaissance for Women in the Twelfth Century (The Middle Ages
Series) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every
word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Garden of Delights: Reform and Renaissance for Women in
the Twelfth Century (The Middle Ages Series) nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader
the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Steven Ward:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Garden of Delights:
Reform and Renaissance for Women in the Twelfth Century (The Middle Ages Series) which is having the
e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Pearl Young:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book The Garden of Delights: Reform and Renaissance for Women in the Twelfth
Century (The Middle Ages Series) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era



like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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