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In Organic Hobby Farming, Andy Tomolonis, a longtime organic gardener, part-time hobby farmer, and
award-winning Boston-area journalist, strips down the concept of “organic” and explains why natural
farming has emerged as the healthiest and most viable method of growing for hobby farms and other small-
scale operations. In addition to the improved taste and the appeal of excluding toxic materials, organic
farming benefits farmers, their families, and the environment. It offers economic plusses as well. The current
consumer demand for “local” and “organic” food underscores the need for small hobby farms that offer
unique high-end goods. Tomolonis explains the basic principles of organic farming and describes how hobby
farmers and their families can eat healthier, save money, help preserve the environment, and even turn their
passion into a small-scale side business.

Chapter 1 will help you assess the land you live on to determine whether it’s suited for organic vegetables,
fruit, berries, or livestock. Farmers who are looking to lease or buy land will find practical advice on how to
evaluate properties and find their best use, taking climate, soil, water and geography into consideration. In
Chapter 2, Tomolonis continues with practical advice on how to choose the right tools without
overspending—starting slowly with quality hand implements and then expanding as you determine the need
for costlier power equipment.

Chapter 3 moves on to the heart of any successful organic farm—building the soil. “The Good Earth” brings
readers down to earth, i.e., the soil. You’ll learn how to evaluate and improve your soil with compost and
cover crops and protect it from erosion, chemical contamination and other harm. The author also stresses the
importance of understanding the complex relationship between underground soil organisms that play such a
crucial role in natural plant health. The best soil, with the right balance of nutrients and a healthy population
of microbes, will help your plants survive hardship, resist diseases and produce healthier more bountiful
harvests, the author explains.

Chapter 4 walks you through the steps needed to develop an organized farm plan. The chapter presents a
convenient month-by-month overview of the farmer’s year, offering a timeline and detailed instructions for
sowing seeds indoors, transplanting seedlings, guarding against insects and weeds, harvesting, planting cover
crops extending the season and developing a schedule for successive food crops. Whether you want to feed
your growing family all summer long or produce enough food for a small-scale agribusiness, the information
here is invaluable. This chapter also covers organic methods for harnessing the power of nature by luring
beneficial insects that will help control farm and garden pests.

Learn about heirlooms, hybrids, and eclectic vegetable varieties in the comprehensive directory of vegetable
crops and herbs introduced in Chapter 5. Tomolonis reveals his favorite varieties, including many alluring
heirlooms that have grown in popularity. Each crop description offers detailed information on soil
preparation, sowing, companion planting, and battling weeds and insects without harmful chemicals. The
author, a former produce manager for a national grocery chain, also includes tips for harvesting crops,
prepping them for display, and bringing the goods to market.



If you’re looking for advice on fruits and berries, Organic Hobby Farms introduces new options in Chapter 6,
where the author suggests ways to branch out with Asian pears, peaches, and apples, as well as nutritious
blueberries, blackberries, raspberries and strawberries. As he does in other chapters, Tomolonis explains in
common terms, how to choose the best varieties for your region, prepare the soil for maximum production,
and deal with pests and diseases organically
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From reader reviews:

Judith Bode:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Organic Hobby
Farming: A Practical Guide to Earth-Friendly Farming in Any Space? Maybe it is for being best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Olivia Cook:

Organic Hobby Farming: A Practical Guide to Earth-Friendly Farming in Any Space can be one of your
starter books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in
writing Organic Hobby Farming: A Practical Guide to Earth-Friendly Farming in Any Space but doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
pondering.

Charles Bock:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Organic Hobby Farming: A Practical Guide to Earth-
Friendly Farming in Any Space why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

William Pettigrew:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Organic Hobby Farming: A Practical Guide to Earth-Friendly Farming in
Any Space can make you sense more interested to read.
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