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From Holbein to Hockney, from Norman Rockwell to Pablo Picasso, from sixteenth-century Rome to 1980s
SoHo, Robert Hughes looks with love, loathing, warmth, wit and authority at a wide range of art and artists,
good, bad, past and present.
   As art critic for Time magazine, internationally acclaimed for his study of modern art, The Shock of the
New, he is perhaps America’s most widely read and admired writer on art.  In this book:  nearly a hundred of
his finest essays on the subject.
   For the realism of Thomas Eakins to the Soviet satirists Komar and Melamid, from Watteau to Willem de
Kooning to Susan Rothenberg, here is Hughes—astute, vivid and uninhibited—on dozens of famous and
not-so-famous artists.  He observes that Caravaggio was “one of the hinges of art history; there was art
before him and art after him, and they were not the same”; he remarks that Julian Schnabel’s “work is to
painting what Stallone’s is to acting”; he calls John Constable’s Wivenhoe Park “almost the last word on
Eden-as-Property”; he notes how “distorted traces of [Jackson] Pollock lie like genes in art-world careers
that, one might have thought, had nothing to do with his.”  He knows how Norman Rockwell made a chicken
stand still long enough to be painted, and what Degas said about success (some kinds are indistinguishable
from panic).
   Phrasemaker par excellence, Hughes is at the same time an incisive and profound critic, not only of
particular artists, but also of the social context in which art exists and is traded.  His fresh perceptions of such
figures as Andy Warhol and the French writer Jean Baudrillard are matched in brilliance by his pungent
discussions of the art market—its inflated prices and reputations, its damage to the public domain of culture. 
There is a superb essay on Bernard Berenson, and another on the strange, tangled case of the Mark Rothko
estate.  And as a finale, Hughes gives us “The SoHoiad,” the mock-epic satire that so amused and annoyed
the art world in the mid-1980s.
   A meteor of a book that enlightens, startles, stimulates and entertains.
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From reader reviews:

George Carter:

Here thing why this specific Nothing If Not Critical: Essays on Art and Artists are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content
is as delightful as food or not. Nothing If Not Critical: Essays on Art and Artists giving you information
deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no guide that similar with
Nothing If Not Critical: Essays on Art and Artists. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you.
It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your means home by train. When you
are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Nothing If Not Critical: Essays on
Art and Artists in e-book can be your substitute.

Harold Cole:

Beside this particular Nothing If Not Critical: Essays on Art and Artists in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Nothing If Not Critical: Essays on Art and Artists because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and
also read it from currently!

Kathleen Elder:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Nothing If Not Critical: Essays on Art and Artists can
be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

Karen Perl:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Nothing If Not
Critical: Essays on Art and Artists.
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