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In this volume, Ian Watt examines the myths of Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan and Robinson Crusoe, as the
distinctive products of modern society. He traces the way the original versions of Faust, Don Quixote and
Don Juan - all written within a forty-year period during the Counter Reformation - presented unflattering
portrayals of the three figures, while the Romantic period two centuries later recreated them as admirable and
even heroic. The twentieth century retained their prestige as mythical figures, but with a new note of
criticism. Robinson Crusoe came much later than the other three, but his fate can be seen as representative of
the new religious, economic and social attitudes which succeeded the Counter-Reformation. The four figures
help to reveal problems of individualism in the modern period: solitude, narcissism, and the claims of the self
versus the claims of society. They all pursue their own view of what they should be, raising strong questions
about their heroes' character and the societies whose ideals they reflect.
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From reader reviews:

Leah Pelton:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan,
Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series).

Lula Estes:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Myths of Modern
Individualism: Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series)? Maybe it is to be
best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Lucy Broussard:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Myths of Modern
Individualism: Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Fay Harris:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust,
Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original series) book written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
hesitation Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe (Canto original
series) as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't
judge book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on
your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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