Google Drive

Helvetica and the New York City Subway System:
TheTrue (Maybe) Story (MIT Press)

Paul Shaw

Download now

Click hereif your download doesn"t start automatically


http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=026201548X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=026201548X
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=026201548X

Helvetica and the New York City Subway System: The True
(Maybe) Story (MIT Press)

Paul Shaw

Helvetica and the New York City Subway System: The True (Maybe) Story (MIT Press) Paul Shaw

For years, the signsin the New Y ork City subway system were a bewildering hodge-podge of |ettering
styles, sizes, shapes, materials, colors, and messages. The original mosaics (dating from as early as 1904),
displaying avariety of serif and sans serif letters and decorative elements, were supplemented by signsin
terracotta and cut stone. Over the years, enamel signs identifying stations and warning riders not to spit,
smoke, or cross the tracks were added to the mix. Efforts to untangle this visual mess began in the mid-
1960s, when the city transit authority hired the design firm Unimark International to create a clear and
consistent sign system. We can see the results today in the white-on-black signs throughout the subway
system, displaying station names, directions, and instructionsin crisp Helvetica. This book tells the story of
how typographic order triumphed over chaos.

The process didn't go smoothly or quickly. At one point New York Times architecture writer Paul Goldberger
declared that the signs were so confusing one almost wished that they weren't there at all. Legend hasit that
Helvetica came in and vanquished the competition. Paul Shaw shows that it didn't happen that way -- that, in
fact, for various reasons (expense, the limitations of the transit authority sign shop), the typeface overhaul of
the 1960s began not with Helvetica but with its forebear, Standard (AKA Akzidenz Grotesk). It wasn't until
the 1980s and 1990s that Hel vetica became ubiquitous. Shaw describes the slow typographic changeover
(supplementing his text with more than 250 images -- photographs, sketches, type samples, and documents).
He places this signage evolution in the context of the history of the New Y ork City subway system, of 1960s
transportation signage, of Unimark International, and of Helveticaitself.
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From reader reviews:
Mark Fetter:

Within other case, little people like to read book Helvetica and the New Y ork City Subway System: The
True (Maybe) Story (MIT Press). Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing
we know about how isimportant a new book Helvetica and the New Y ork City Subway System: The True
(Maybe) Story (MIT Press). Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book
or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
thelibrary. Let's go through.

Elisabeth M cBee:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the ideafor awhileis
reading. Y ep, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Helvetica and the New
York City Subway System: The True (Maybe) Story (MIT Press) book as nice and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Dennis Taylor:

The book untitled Helvetica and the New Y ork City Subway System: The True (Maybe) Story (MIT Press) is
the book that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The author was did alot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share
for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of Helvetica and the New Y ork City Subway
System: The True (Maybe) Story (MIT Press) from the publisher to make you more enjoy freetime.

Shelia Tonn:

Beside this specific Helvetica and the New Y ork City Subway System: The True (Maybe) Story (MIT Press)
in your phone, it might give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Helvetica and the New Y ork City Subway System: The
True (Maybe) Story (MIT Press) because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have
thisin the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss this? Find this book as well asread it from right now!
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