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Set in the earliest days of the Roman Republic, Coriolanus begins with the common people, or plebeians, in
armed revolt against the patricians. The people win the right to be represented by tribunes. Meanwhile, there
are foreign enemies near the gates of Rome.

The play explores one reason that Rome prevailed over such vulnerabilities: its reverence for family bonds.
Coriolanus so esteems his mother, Volumnia, that he risks his life to win her approval. Even the value of
family, however, is subordinate to loyalty to the Roman state. When the two obligations align, the
combinationisirresistible.

Coriolanusis so devoted to his family and to Rome that he finds the decision to grant the plebians
representation intolerable. To him, it elevates plebeians to a status equal with his family and class, to Rome's
great disadvantage. He risks his political career to have the tribunate abolished—and is banished from Rome.
Coriolanus then displays an apparently insatiable vengefulness against the state he idolized, opening atragic
divide within himself, pitting him against his mother and family, and threatening Rome’s very existence.

The authoritative edition of Coriolanus from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted and widely used
Shakespeare series for students and general readers, includes:

-The exact text of the printed book for easy cross-reference

-Hundreds of hypertext links for instant navigation

-Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play

-Full explanatory notes conveniently placed on pages facing the text of the play
-Scene-by-scene plot summaries

-A key to the play’ s famous lines and phrases

-Anintroduction to reading Shakespeare's language

-An essay by aleading Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play
-Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’s vast holdings of rare books

-An annotated guide to further reading

Essay by Heather James
The Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world' s largest collection of
Shakespeare' s printed works, and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to

exhibitions open to the public throughout the year, the Folger offersafull calendar of performances and
programs. For more information, visit Folger.edu.
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From reader reviews:
John Tillery:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and natice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for awhile
isreading. Yep, by reading areserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Coriolanus
(Folger Shakespeare Library) book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Evelyn Spencer:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Coriolanus
(Folger Shakespeare Library) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So, for every you who want to start reading through
as your good habit, you could pick Coriolanus (Folger Shakespeare Library) become your starter.

Bryan Perry:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any people fedl that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Coriolanus (Folger Shakespeare
Library) or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially.
Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Coriolanus (Folger Shakespeare Library) to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.

L auren Robinson:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
spirit or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So, this Coriolanus (Folger Shakespeare Library) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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