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As the summer of 1821 began, John James Audubon's ambition to create a comprehensive pictorial record of
American birds was till largely a dream. Then, out of economic necessity, Audubon came to Oakley
Plantation, a sprawling estate in Louisiana's West Feliciana Parish. Teeming with an abundance of birds, the
woods of Oakley galvanized Audubon's sense of possibility for one of the most audacious undertakingsin
the annals of art.

In A Summer of Birds, journalist and essayist Danny Heitman sorts through the facts and romance of
Audubon's summer at Oakley, a season that clearly shaped the destiny of the world's most famous bird artist.
Heitman draws from arich variety of sources -- including Audubon’'s own extensive journals, more recent
Audubon scholarship, and Robert Penn Warren's poetry -- to create a stimulating excursion across time,
linking the historical man Audubon to the present-day civic and cultural icon. He considers the financial
straits that led to Audubon's employment at Oakley as a private tutor to fifteen-year-old Eliza Pirrie,
Audubon's family history, his flamboyance as a master of self-invention, his naturalist and artistic
techniques, and the possible reasons for his dismissal. lllustrations include photographs of Oakley House --
now a state historic site -- Audubon's paintings from his Oakley period, and portraits of the Pirrie family
members.

A favorable combination of climate and geography made Oakley a birding haven, and Audubon completed
or began at least twenty-three bird paintings -- among his finest work -- while staying there. A Summer of
Birdswill inform and delight readersin its exploration of this eventful but unsung 1821 interlude, a
fascinating chapter in the life of America's foremost bird artist. It is an indispensable pleasure for birders,
Audubon enthusiasts, and visitors to Oakley House.
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From reader reviews:
Robert Kuehner:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled A Summer of Birds: John James Audubon at Oakley House (The Hill
Collection: Holdings of the LSU Libraries). Try to make the book A Summer of Birds: John James Audubon
at Oakley House (The Hill Collection: Holdings of the LSU Libraries) as your buddy. It means that it can to
get your friend when you experience aone and beside associated with course make you smarter than
previoudy. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Mitchell Smith:

Here thing why that A Summer of Birds. John James Audubon at Oakley House (The Hill Collection:
Holdings of the LSU Libraries) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. A
Summer of Birds: John James Audubon at Oakley House (The Hill Collection: Holdings of the LSU
Libraries) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but thereis no
guide that similar with A Summer of Birds: John James Audubon at Oakley House (The Hill Collection:
Holdings of the LSU Libraries). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about
the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can actually
bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties
in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of A Summer of Birds: John James Audubon at Oakley
House (The Hill Collection: Holdings of the LSU Libraries) in e-book can be your choice.

Andrew Blanton:

Exactly why? Because this A Summer of Birds: John James Audubon at Oakley House (The Hill Collection:
Holdings of the LSU Libraries) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the
idea but latter it will shock you with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic
author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it isgood for you for not hesitating having this any
longer or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of gains than the other book possess
such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , till want to hesitate having that
book? If | have been you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Debra Treat:

Y ou can find this A Summer of Birds: John James Audubon at Oakley House (The Hill Collection: Holdings
of the LSU Libraries) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve



troubleif you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you
just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own
ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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