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Thousands of volumes of Civil War letters are available, but little more than a dozen contain collections
written by native Germans fighting in this great American conflict. Y ankee Dutchmen under Fire presents a
fascinating collection of sixty-one letters written by immigrants who served in the 82nd Illinois V olunteer
Infantry Regiment. The 82nd Illinois was one of the thirty or so predominantly “ German Regiments’ in the
Union army, and one of only two Federal regiments containing a Jewish company. Fighting alongside the
Germans was a company of Scandinavians, plus a scattering of immigrants from many other countries.

The letters span nearly three years of war and include firsthand accounts of major battles: Chancellorsville
and Gettysburg in the East and Missionary Ridge, Resaca, New Hope Church, and Kolb’'s Farm in the West.
The soldiers of the 82nd Illinois al so describe campaigning in East Tennessee, Sherman’ s Atlanta campaign
and his March to the Sea, and the Carolinas campaign (including the Battle of Bentonville).

The majority of the |etters originally appeared in wartime issues of German American newspapers and kept
the German community informed of the regiment’ s marches, camps, battles, and casualties. Lt. (later Capt.)
Rudolph M{ller, an idealistic and highly critical commentator, wrote twenty-one of the twenty-nine private
lettersto his close friend and confidant Col. Friedrich Hecker. Miller cautioned the colonel not to make his
letters public because they often contained highly critical comments about commanders, fellow officers,
public figures, Anglo-Americans, and American society.

Besides providing details of military life and combat, the documents reveal how the German-born writers
viewed the war, American officers and enlisted men, other immigrant soldiers, and the enemy. They shed
light on the ethnic dimensions of the war, including ethnic identity, ethnic pride and prejudice, and ethnic
solidarity, and they reflect the overarching political climate in which the war was fought. Y ankee Dutchmen
under Fire is avaluable addition to Civil War studies and will also be welcomed by those interested in
ethnicity and immigration.
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From reader reviews:
John Dinwiddie:

The fedling that you get from Y ankee Dutchmen under Fire: Civil War Letters from the 82nd Illinois
Infantry (Civil War in the North) will be the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words
the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Y ankee
Dutchmen under Fire: Civil War Letters from the 82nd Illinois Infantry (Civil War in the North) giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveystheir point in a number of way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This particular book aso makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
particular Y ankee Dutchmen under Fire: Civil War Letters from the 82nd Illinois Infantry (Civil War in the
North) instantly.

Larry Mason:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people lovesto study a book. When you go through a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. If
you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you want
to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Y ankee Dutchmen
under Fire: Civil War Letters from the 82nd Illinois Infantry (Civil War in the North) will give you a new
experience in reading a book.

Michael Beebe;

That publication can make you to fedl relax. This specific book Y ankee Dutchmen under Fire: Civil War
Letters from the 82nd Illinois Infantry (Civil War in the North) was colorful and of course has pictureson
there. Aswe know that book Y ankee Dutchmen under Fire: Civil War Letters from the 82nd Illinois Infantry
(Civil War in the North) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend
to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself
and try to like reading that.

Gordon Lipsky:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By book
Y ankee Dutchmen under Fire: Civil War Letters from the 82nd Illinois Infantry (Civil War in the North) we
can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a



book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at thistime
book Y ankee Dutchmen under Fire: Civil War Letters from the 82nd Illinois Infantry (Civil War in the
North). Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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