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This first full-length biography of John Joyce Gilligan argues that Ohio’s sixty-second governor was the
most significant Democrat in the state’s postwar years. But it is more than the story of a governor. Through
painstaking research and dozens of interviews, author Mark Bernstein paints a vivid picture of Ohio’s past
and its prospects for the future that includes an array of lesser politicians— some of them outlandish—who
aided or opposed Gilligan’s efforts.

Gilligan did not intend to have a political career. The Cincinnati native resolved to join a Jesuit seminary, but
when Pearl Harbor was bombed, he enlisted in the Navy and won the Silver Star at Okinawa. While on
leave, Gilligan married the former Katie Dixon, whom he had known since childhood. After the war, the
Gilligans settled in Cincinnati where Jack attended graduate school and taught at Xavier University. What
drew him into politics was Adlai Stevenson’s 1952 presidential campaign, which ignited in Gilligan a belief
in politics as public service. His service included a decade on Cincinnati’s city council and his 1964 election
to Lyndon Johnson’s “Great Society” congress as the representative for Ohio’s First District.

Through these years, Ohio’s Democratic Party was largely conservative. It was dominated by five-time
governor and two-term senator Frank Lausche. Gilligan allied himself with labor, minorities, and academics
to launch the long shot senatorial campaign that defeated the incumbent in the 1968 Democratic primary.
Though Gilligan lost by a narrow margin that November, he emerged as the state’s leading Democrat and its
successful 1970 gubernatorial candidate.

By the 1970s, Ohio’s ills were manifest. Schools closed for lack of funds; the heavily polluted Cuyahoga
River caught fire. Once in office, Gilligan financed improvements by maneuvering the state’s first income
taxes through a Republican-controlled legislature. He expanded support for education and mental health,
while establishing the Ohio EPA and campaign finance reform. It was a record that prompted talk of a
Gilligan presidential run in 1976.

Bernstein examines the reasons for Gilligan’s wholly unexpected defeat for reelection in 1974 and shows
that afterward, Gilligan steadfastly pursued his commitment to civic engagement by heading the Peace
Studies program at the University of Notre Dame, establishing the Civic Forum at the University of
Cincinnati and, in 1999, running successfully for Cincinnati school board—at age 78.

John J. Gilligan: The Politics of Principle presents a lively and fascinating portrait of a distinctive figure of
postwar American liberalism.
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From reader reviews:

Evelina Soria:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled John J. Gilligan: The Politics of Principle can be good
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Jonathan McLean:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting John J. Gilligan:
The Politics of Principle that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you can pick John J. Gilligan: The Politics of Principle become your own
personal starter.

Donna Clark:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this John J. Gilligan: The Politics of
Principle book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty John J. Gilligan: The
Politics of Principle as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve
that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.

Sandra Romero:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra John J. Gilligan:
The Politics of Principle.
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