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Image sharpness is one of photography’s yin/yang propositions. Soft focus can impair a photograph, and just
as readily enhance it—in some cases, greatly enhance it. What we perceive as blur, as soft zones in a picture,
function in very much the same manner as deep shadows or overexposed highlights. By minimizing or
concealing certain details in the image by selectively throwing areas out of focus at will, the photographer
can direct a viewer’s attention through the image as he or she intends. Like the rest stops in a piece of music,
creatively manipulated zones of softness can totally govern a photograph’s overall impact.

There are dozens of ways to selectively reduce sharpness in any part of an image, and three important
reasons for a photographer to be fluent in his or her ability to create a soft-focus look: (1) to emphasize
important picture details by subordinating or eliminating others; (2) to reduce or remove details of a subject
that undermine a picture’s intent, and (3) to create a mood impression, an aura, that suggests something
about a subject that doesn’t actually appear in the frame.

In this book, Jim Cornfield surveys in detail the art of selectively using soft focus in your photography.
Readers will learn about the history of soft-focus photography, then move to technical discussions for
creating the effect in-camera (taking advantage of spherical aberrations, circles of confusion, and bokeh—the
way a lens, due to its unique properties and specific aperture shape, renders image areas that lie outside of
the focus range—often described as “good” or “bad” bokeh). Next, readers will move on to a study of post-
capture image manipulations using Photoshop and third-party plugins in order to re-create traditional effects.
Finally, the author includes an appendix of currently available optical and digital products intended for the
creative application of soft-focus effects.

Armed with the tools needed to produce a predictable soft-focus look, readers will be able to expand their
photographic repertoire for enhanced artistic expression and stand-out work that will draw clients and
generate client referrals.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Loch:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The Soft Touch:
A Photographer's Guide to Manipulating Focus? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Nick Peoples:

This book untitled The Soft Touch: A Photographer's Guide to Manipulating Focus to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in
it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in
this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Christopher Suttle:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It
can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is definitely The Soft
Touch: A Photographer's Guide to Manipulating Focus.

Henry Rodriguez:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Soft Touch: A Photographer's Guide to
Manipulating Focus can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these books have than the others?
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