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The authoritative edition of Melville's only historical novel

Based on the life of an actual soldier who claimed to have fought at Bunker Hill, Israel Potter is unique
among Herman Melville's books: a novel in the guise of a biography. In telling the story of Israel Potter's fall
from Revolutionary War hero to peddler on the streets of London, where he obtained a livelihood by crying
"Old Chairs to Mend," Melville alternated between invented scenes and historical episodes, granting cameos
to such famous men of the era as Benjamin Franklin (Potter may have been his secret courier) and John Paul
Jones, and providing a portrait of the American Revolution as the rollicking adventure and violent series of
events that it really was.

This edition of Israel Potter, which reproduces the definitive text, includes selections from Potter's
autobiography, Life and Remarkable Adventures of Israel R. Potter, the basis for Melville's novel.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.

From the Trade Paperback edition.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Shepard:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the publication untitled Israel Potter: His Fifty Years of Exile (Penguin Classics) can be great
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Katherine Herron:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Israel Potter: His Fifty Years
of Exile (Penguin Classics) is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and
also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Dominic Maddock:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Israel Potter: His Fifty Years of Exile
(Penguin Classics) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have
than the others?

Deanna Jackson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of book Israel
Potter: His Fifty Years of Exile (Penguin Classics). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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