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"It is impossible to reproduce the state of mind of the men who waged war in 1917 and 1918," Edward
Coffman wrote in The War to End All Wars. In Doughboys on the Great War the voices of thousands of
servicemen say otherwise. The majority of soldiers from the American Expeditionary Forces returned from
Europe in 1919. Where many were simply asked for basic data, veterans from four states—Utah, Minnesota,
Connecticut, and Virginia—were given questionnaires soliciting additional information and "remarks."
Drawing on these questionnaires, completed while memories were still fresh, this book presents a chorus of
soldiers' voices speaking directly of the expectations, motivations, and experiences as infantrymen on the
Western Front in World War I.

What was it like to kill or maim German soldiers? To see friends killed or maimed by the enemy? To return
home after experiencing such violence? Again and again, soldiers wrestle with questions like these, putting
into words what only they can tell. They also reflect on why they volunteered, why they fought, what their
training was, and how ill-prepared they were for what they found overseas. They describe how they
interacted with the civilian populations in England and France, how they saw the rewards and frustrations of
occupation duty when they desperately wanted to go home, and—perhaps most significantly—what it all
added up to in the end. Together their responses create a vivid and nuanced group portrait of the soldiers who
fought with the American Expeditionary Forces on the battlefields of Aisne-Marne, Argonne Forest, Belleau
Wood, Chateau-Thierry, the Marne, Metz, Meuse-Argonne, St. Mihiel, Sedan, and Verdun during the First
World War.

The picture that emerges is often at odds with the popular notion of the disillusioned doughboy. Though
hardened and harrowed by combat, the veteran heard here is for the most part proud of his service, service
undertaken for duty, honor, and country. In short, a hundred years later, the doughboy once more speaks in
his own true voice.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Love:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
often the book you have read will be Doughboys on the Great War: How American Soldiers Viewed Their
Military Experience (Modern War Studies).

Bobbi Gonzales:

Doughboys on the Great War: How American Soldiers Viewed Their Military Experience (Modern War
Studies) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because
this guide has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy
arrangement in writing Doughboys on the Great War: How American Soldiers Viewed Their Military
Experience (Modern War Studies) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn
you into new stage of crucial considering.

Pamela Acuna:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Doughboys on the Great War: How American
Soldiers Viewed Their Military Experience (Modern War Studies) can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Aaron Edgington:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. That Doughboys on the Great War: How American Soldiers
Viewed Their Military Experience (Modern War Studies) can give you a lot of good friends because by you
taking a look at this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting
person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? Let's have Doughboys on the Great War: How American Soldiers Viewed Their Military
Experience (Modern War Studies).
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