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A Quest for Security isthe first book-length biography of Samuel Parris, the man who led the 1692 struggle
against the scourge of witchcraft. While an examination of Samuel Parris's actions reveals his crucial part in
the witchcraft crisis, this biography also serves as areminder of the concern of early Americansto sustain
economic independence for their families. Fully documented with endnotes and featuring a complete
bibliography of primary and secondary works, this volume fills a noticeable gap in the literature on Salem
witchcraft.

The first chapter looks at Samuel Parris's early years. Born in London in 1653, Parris moved with his family
to Barbados in the 1660s where both his uncle and father had prospered as sugar planters. Next, the book
examines his stay in Boston where he met with modest success as a merchant and started a family. The book
then recounts the eight years Parris spent in Salem Village as that divided community's pastor. Beginning
with his call to the clergy, the book examines his life as a Puritan pastor, and then covers the conflict in his
congregation. In thefirst year of his ministry, afaction had developed that sought to oust Parris by refusing
to pay him. Next the book covers Parris's actions in the spring of 1692 which changed a seemingly ordinary
case of a handful of accusationsinto afull-scale witchhunt. Convinced that an organized witch cult
threatened his congregation, Parris sought to root out all conspirators. His leadership in the effort led to an
ever increasing escalation of accusations. When the episode finally ended, family members of some of the
twenty executed witches conducted a campaign that ultimately resulted in Parris's removal from the pulpit.
Thefinal chapter looks at Parris's last years, in which he moved from one small Massachusetts community to
another. Parris died in obscurity in 1720. But he achieved his most important goal --that of providing material
security for his children.
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From reader reviews:
Corey Valenzuda:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyonein everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking serioudy which oneis
acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take A Quest for Security: The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-1720
(Contributions in American History) as the daily resource information.

Lauren Barnett:

A Quest for Security: The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-1720 (Contributions in American History) can be one
of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing A Quest for Security: The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-1720 (Contributions in American History) but
doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information
that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial
thinking.

Maria Swensen:

Y ou can get this A Quest for Security: The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-1720 (Contributions in American
History) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if
you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-
date. Let'stry to choose appropriate ways for you.

Richard Graham:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book A Quest for Security: The Life of Samuel
Parris, 1653-1720 (Contributions in American History) was colourful and of course has pictures around. As
we know that book A Quest for Security: The Life of Samuel Parris, 1653-1720 (Contributionsin American
History) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So, not at al of book are generally
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading in which.
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