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How old is prejudice against black people? Were the racist attitudes that fueled the Atlantic slave trade
firmly in place 700 years before the European discovery of sub-Saharan Africa? In this groundbreaking
book, David Goldenberg seeks to discover how dark-skinned peoples, especialy black Africans, were
portrayed in the Bible and by those who interpreted the Bible--Jews, Christians, and Muslims.
Unprecedented in rigor and breadth, his investigation covers a 1,500-year period, from ancient Isragl (around
800 B.C.E.) to the eighth century C.E., after the birth of Islam. By tracing the development of anti-Black
sentiment during this time, Goldenberg uncovers views about race, color, and slavery that took shape over
the centuries--most centrally, the belief that the biblical Ham and his descendants, the black Africans, had
been cursed by God with eternal slavery.

Goldenberg begins by examining a host of referencesto black Africansin biblical and postbiblical Jewish
literature. From there he moves the inquiry from Black as an ethnic group to black as color, and early Jewish
attitudes toward dark skin color. He goes on to ask when the black African first became identified as dlavein
the Near East, and, in a powerful culmination, discusses the resounding influence of this identification on
Jewish, Christian, and Islamic thinking, noting each tradition's exegetical treatment of pertinent biblical

passages.

Authoritative, fluidly written, and situated at arichly illuminating nexus of images, attitudes, and history,
The Curse of Hamis sure to have a profound and lasting impact on the perennia debate over the roots of
racism and slavery, and on the study of early Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.
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From reader reviews:
Marco Roy:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take awalk,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called The Curse of Ham: Race and
Slavery in Early Judaism, Christianity, and Islam (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the
Modern World)? Maybe it isfor being best activity for you. Y ou understand beside you can spend your time
together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
various other opinion?

EddieHorton:

Spent afree time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the publication untitled The Curse of Ham: Race and Slavery in Early Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) can be great
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Jeffrey Diaz:

The book The Curse of Ham: Race and Slavery in Early Judaism, Christianity, and Islam (Jews, Christians,
and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World) hasalot of information on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. M cdougal
makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after perusing this book.

Annis Blank:

On this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. Among the booksin the top
collection in your reading list will be The Curse of Ham: Race and Slavery in Early Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World). This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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