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As Cyndy Hendershot demonstrates, the Gothic is more a mode than a rigid historical period, an "invasive"
tendency that reveals the imaginative limits of social realities and literary techniques far beyond its origins in
late eighteenth century Britain. And as she demonstrates in this first scholarly treatment of its kind, one of
the continuing obsessions of the Gothic mode is masculinity. Masculinity is in some sense a Gothic castle of
the imagination, haunted by fears of the body, science, and angry colonial subjects.
The book's keen critical insight, meticulous close readings and cross-cultural comparisons interrogate the
historically situated function of masculinity in texts and films that range across the two-hundred year history
of the Gothic. Matthew Lewis's The Monk is compared to Philip Kaufman's Invasion of the Body Snatchers
to reveal the "hauntedness" of the male body. Hawthorne's short story "The Birthmark" is juxtaposed with J.
S. Le Fanu's "Green Tea" to ground the fantastic qualities of the scientific imagination. Conrad's Heart of
Darkness converses with Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea about the nature of imperialism. And Jane
Campion's film The Piano is figured as an imaginative foray into new forms of masculinity. Utilizing the
insights of Lacanian theory, Hendershot demonstrates how the Gothic realm of ghosts, demons, and hidden
passages continues to suggest alternative realities to claustrophobic cultural imaginations.
"Masculinity and the Gothic combines solid literary critical insight and close readings in a detailed and lively
survey of various manifestations of the gothic within British and American cultural traditions, and admirably
explores the connections between various cultural discourses. It will make a fine complement to the
numerous recent publications of issues of femininity in the gothic." --Sharon Willis, University of Rochester
Cyndy Hendershot is Assistant Professor of English, Arkansas State University.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Garza:

The feeling that you get from The Animal Within: Masculinity and the Gothic is a more deep you looking
the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to be aware of but The Animal Within: Masculinity and the Gothic giving you joy feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having that The Animal Within: Masculinity and the Gothic instantly.

Carman Robertson:

The actual book The Animal Within: Masculinity and the Gothic has a lot associated with on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The
author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can find the
point easily after looking over this book.

Junior Price:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Animal Within: Masculinity
and the Gothic which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Jasper Parsons:

You can find this The Animal Within: Masculinity and the Gothic by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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