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Overlooked by many as mere propaganda, the poetry of the Afghan Taliban offers unparalleled insight into
the organization's wider worldview. These two hundred poems, bound together in this collection, draw upon
both Afghan tradition and the nation's recent past, and seamlessly connect with the long history of Persian,
Urdu, and Pashto verse. The contrast between the severity of the Taliban's ideology and its long-standing
poetic tradition is nothing short of remarkable. Unrequited love, vengeance, the thrill of battle, religion, and
nationalism -- even a yearning for nonviolence -- are expressed through images of wine, powerful women,
and pastoral beauty, providing a fascinating perspective on the hearts and minds of Western civilization's
redoubtable adversaries.

Whether they are describing a wedding party annihilated by an air strike or lamenting, "we did all of this to
ourselves," these poems are concerned not with politics but with identity and a full, textured, and deeply
conflicted humanity. Such impassioned works -- defeated, enraged, triumphant, bitterly powerless, and
bitingly satirical -- ultimately endure as a record of the war in Afghanistan. Two introductory essays
contextualize the anthology's poems, relating their significance to Pashtun history and their reflection of a
culture inundated by thirty years of war. Faisal Devji, noted Taliban scholar, underscores the link between
these poems and the Taliban's emotional and ethical character in a preface.
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From reader reviews:

William Fiscus:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Poetry of the Taliban (Columbia/Hurst), you may
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Anthony Edwards:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Poetry of the Taliban
(Columbia/Hurst) is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Dustin Kellett:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Poetry of the Taliban (Columbia/Hurst) can give you a
lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to
be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Poetry of the Taliban (Columbia/Hurst).

Tony Partee:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
also you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to
include you knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in
relation to something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your
object. One of them is niagra Poetry of the Taliban (Columbia/Hurst).
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