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This volume presents elite conflicts and political controversies in China from 1895 to 1978 as rooted in two
diametrically opposed visions of leadership and political authority: a radical, charismatic model that instills
absolute authority in the single leader whose "will" guides the polity and whose "word" is the basis of policy
formulation, versus an institutional model in which authority inheres in organization and where “collective”
leadership and decision-making govern the political realm. The former model in modern Chinese history
entailed a "leader principle" and personality cult that began with Sun Yatsen and Chiang Kaishek in the
Nationalist Party (KMT) and reached its peak with the leadership cult of Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
Chairman Mao Zedong, especially during the 1966-1976 Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. The latter
model with its emphasis on “collective leadership” (jiti lingdao) and "administrative rationalism" began as a
reaction among early members of the CCP against the promotion of the Sun and Chiang leadership cults and
became a central governing principle in the Communist Party that served as official leadership doctrine
beginning with the formation of the Party in 1921.

While tensions over leadership issues were relatively muted in the pre-1949 period and early 1950s of CCP
history as an apparent "compromise" was reached in which from 1943 onward a cult of the leader was
promoted for propaganda purposes but with collegial decision-making governing inner Party decision-
making, the mid-to-late 1950s saw this "compromise" among the top leadership come under increasing strain
and finally break down. Devoted to a fundamentally different vision of a "socialist" China from other top
leaders on a number of economic, social, and political fronts, Mao Zedong pushed his domination of the
policy process that ultimately provoked a wholesale assault on the CCP apparatus throughout the country
while the leader cult reached mythic proportions during the Cultural Revolution. Confronted by the
possibility of civil war and generally opposed to the takeover of the polity by the radical Gang of Four led by
his wife Jiang Qing, by the mid-1970s the aging great leader acquiesced to the rebuilding of the CCP along
traditional, "institutional" lines.
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From reader reviews:

John Dumas:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a
lot of new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals.
When you read this Leadership and Authority in China: 1895-1978, you could tells your family, friends and
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Michelle Jarvis:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Leadership and Authority in China: 1895-1978 your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about
every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get just before. The Leadership and Authority in China: 1895-1978 giving you a different experience
more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now
let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

Ernestine Biggs:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be learn. Leadership and Authority in China: 1895-1978 can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
a person who have those short free time problems.

Annie Rose:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Leadership and Authority in China:
1895-1978 is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you
did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.
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