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This magisterial biography recounts the life and career of one of the U.S. Navy's most influential officers,
Gustavus Vasa Fox. Ari Hoogenboom's examination of Fox's incredible life and distinguished career creates
a vivid portrait of the man most responsible for the U.S. Navy's stellar performance in the Civil War.

Fox's naval service began in 1838 when he went to sea as a midshipman. He sailed in the Mediterranean, off
the coast of Africa, in the Gulf of Mexico, and with the East India Squadron in the Pacific. By participating
in the Coast Survey and by navigating the lower Mississippi River in the 1850s, as captain of a steamer that
ran from New York to Havana to New Orleans and back, Fox gained valuable experience that would serve
him well in the Civil War.

During the war, Fox was instrumental in mounting the blockade of the southern coast, from the Chesapeake
Bay to the Rio Grande. After the battle between the Monitor and the Virginia, Fox championed ironclad
technology despite having to contend with an officer corps wedded to wooden ships. In planning and
coordinating expeditions, Fox deserves much of the credit for the navy's successes at Hatteras, Port Royal,
New Orleans, Mobile Bay, and Fort Fisher.

Initially neither proslavery nor antislavery, Fox was passionately committed to the preservation of the Union
and, as black sailors made a crucial contribution toward that end, became an advocate of freedom and voting
rights for African Americans. A skilled administrator who understood both the demands of politicians and
the needs of line officers, he was able to communicate effectively with each group. Fox developed a close
and collegial working relationship with Abraham Lincoln and was related by marriage to the postmaster
general. Along with officers like Quartermaster General Montgomery Meigs and coordinator of military
railroads Herman Haupt, Fox played a critical but underappreciated role in the Union victory.
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From reader reviews:

James Shaw:

This book untitled Gustavus Vasa Fox of the Union Navy: A Biography to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So
there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Desiree Thorne:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Gustavus Vasa Fox of the
Union Navy: A Biography, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

Clorinda Combs:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be go through. Gustavus Vasa Fox of the Union Navy: A Biography can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Nicholas Buchanan:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Gustavus Vasa Fox of the Union Navy: A
Biography was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Gustavus
Vasa Fox of the Union Navy: A Biography has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at
all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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