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Style — the distinctive manner of presentation, construction, and execution in any art — isatopic of
primary importance in music history. This highly regarded text by noted musicologist Richard Crocker
(University of California, Berkeley) takes a much-needed fresh look at the subject and attempts to reshape
some basic ideas in the light of modern research. Seeking the reasons for stylistic change within the history
of styleitself (rather than in the history of men or of ideas), this enlightening account shows how music,
growing out of its own past, has shaped its own devel opment.

Professor Crocker's exceptionally clear and systematic presentation enables students to easily follow the
evolution of Western musical style from Gregorian Chant (ca. 750) to the atonal music of the mid-20th
century. The book stresses the continuity of basic musical principles over long periods of history, while it
exploresin detail moments of high stylistic achievement and the composers who exemplified them.
Drawing of the earliest written records, Crocker begins his description and analysis of Western music's
changing style with a discussion of Frankish Gregorian Chant, laudes and melismas, and polyphony — the
leading medium of musical development after 1150. The author traces the progression of new polyphonic
forms from the Parisian motet of the 13th and 14th centuries through Italian song forms to the Franco-
Flemish style of the 15th and 16th centuries. This sweeping survey then documents the emergence of the
Classic Style after 1550, embodied in the music of such composers as Palestrina and Byrd, moves through
new Italian dramatic styles (1600-1650) and on to the harmonic and polyphonic contributions of the 17th-
and 18th-century masters.

With perception and insight, Crocker traces the creation of the German symphonic style, epitomized in the
works of Mozart, Beethoven, and Brahms, and deals with the parallel development of operatic style. An
illuminating examination of new styles after 1900, including the serial music of Schoenberg, Webern, and
Berg, concludes this exhaustive study.

Over 140 music examples complement Crocker's lucid text, and lists of Selected Study Materials for each
chapter are given at the back of the book. Thiswork will be welcomed by music students at al levels, music
scholars, and the interested layman as well.
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From reader reviews:
Hilda Baker:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed A History of Musical
Style (Dover Books on Music)? Maybeit isfor being best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have other opinion?

Joe Lowe:

The book A History of Musical Style (Dover Books on Music) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book A History
of Musical Style (Dover Books on Music)? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one
aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your
book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of
these. Book A History of Musical Style (Dover Books on Music) has simple shape however, you know: it
has great and big function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it isvery
wonderful.

Jody Tolar:

Now aday folkswho Living in the erawherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A History of Musical Style (Dover
Books on Music) book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it asyou know.

AnaJimenez;

The ability that you get from A History of Musical Style (Dover Books on Music) could be the more deep
you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but A History of Musical Style (Dover Books on Music) giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes
your personal vocabulary increase well. It istherefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific A History of Musical Style (Dover
Books on Music) instantly.
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