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"Drop aword in the ocean of meaning and concentric ripples form. To define asingle word meansto try to
catch those ripples. No on€e' s hands are fast enough." With this concise and broadly informative essay,
renowned poet, typographer and linguist Robert Bringhurst presents a brief history of writing and a new way
of classifying and understanding the relationship between script and meaning.

Beginning with the original relationship between alanguage and its written script, Bringhurst takes us on a
history of reading and writing that begins with the interpretation of animal tracks and fast-forwards up to the
typographical abundance of more recent times. The first four sections of the essay describe the earliest
creation of scripts, their movement across the globe and the typographic devel opments within and across
languages.

In the fifth and final section of the essay, Bringhurst introduces his system of classifying scripts. Placing four
established categories of written language — semographic, syllabic, aphabetic and prosodic — on awheel
adjacent to one another, he uses the location, size and shape of points on the wheel to show the degree to
which individual world languages incorporate these aspects of recorded meaning. Bringhurst’'s system is
based on an appreciation that indeed no one’ s hands are fast enough and that no single script adheres to or
can be understood within the confines of a single method of transcription.

Readers will find this combination of anthropology, typography, literature, mathematics, music and
linguistics surprisingly accessible and thought provoking. The text is accompanied by diagrams and
typographic examples that make for an experiential study of the relationship between writing and meaning.

This book is a Smyth-sewn paperback with aletterpress printed jacket. The book was designed by Robert
Bringhurst and Andrew Steeves, and printed on Zephyr Laid paper. The cover was hand-printed | etterpress
on St. Armand handmade paper.
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From reader reviews:
Gabriel Cleveland:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for all of us. The book The Solid Form Of Language: An Essay On Writing And
Meaning was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The guide The Solid Form Of Language: An Essay On Writing And Meaning is
not only giving you considerably more new information but aso to be your friend when you truly feel bored.
Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book
The Solid Form Of Language: An Essay On Writing And Meaning. Y ou never sense lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Ollie Johnson:

The e-book with title The Solid Form Of Language: An Essay On Writing And Meaning posesses alot of
information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new
information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era of the
glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Lois Hutter:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Solid Form Of Language: An Essay On Writing And Meaning your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
which maybe you never get just before. The The Solid Form Of Language: An Essay On Writing And
Meaning giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but aso giving you useful data for
your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Jerold Niemi:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Solid Form Of Language: An Essay
On Writing And Meaning book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation The Solid Form Of
Language: An Essay On Writing And Meaning as good book not merely by the cover but also with the
content. Thisis one guide that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing another
sixth senseto pick that! ? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening



to adifferent sixth sense.
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