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Elisabeth Vigée-Lebrun (1755-1842) was an enormously successful painter, a favorite portraitist of Marie-
Antoinette, and one of the few women accepted into the Royal Academy of Painting and Sculpture. In
accounts of her role as an artist, she was simultaneously flattered as a charming woman and vilified as
monstrously unfeminine.

In The Exceptional Woman, Mary D. Sheriff uses Vigée-Lebrun's career to explore the contradictory position
of "woman-artist" in the moral, philosophical, professional, and medical debates about women in eighteenth-
century France. Paying particular attention to painted and textual self-portraits, Sheriff shows how Vigée-
Lebrun's images and memoirs undermined the assumptions about "woman" and the strictures imposed on
women.

Engaging ancien-régime philosophy, as well as modern feminism, psychoanalysis, literary theory, and art
criticism, Sheriff's interpretations of Vigée-Lebrun's paintings challenge us to rethink the work and the world
of this controversial woman artist.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Davisson:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great and important the book The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun
and the Cultural Politics of Art. All type of book are you able to see on many sources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Mildred Lyons:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
get the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun
and the Cultural Politics of Art as your daily resource information.

Carl Vang:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-
Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what
these publications have than the others?

Valerie Beauchamp:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-
Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that
book The Exceptional Woman: Elisabeth Vigee-Lebrun and the Cultural Politics of Art has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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