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The 1992-1995 battle for Sarajevo was the longest siege in modern history. It was also the most
internationalized, attracting a vast contingent of aid workers, UN soldiers, journalists, smugglers, and
embargo-busters. The city took center stage under an intense global media spotlight, becoming the most
visible face of post-Cold War conflict and humanitarian intervention. However, some critical activities took
place backstage, away from the cameras, including extensive clandestine trading across the siege lines, theft
and diversion of aid, and complicity in the black market by peacekeeping forces.In Blue Helmets and Black
Markets, Peter Andreas traces the interaction between these formal front-stage and informal backstage
activities, arguing that this created and sustained a criminalized war economy and prolonged the conflict in a
manner that served various interests on all sides. Although the vast majority of Saragjevans struggled for daily
survival and lived in a state of terror, the siege was highly rewarding for some key local and international
players. This situation also left a powerful legacy for postwar reconstruction: new elites emerged viawar
profiteering and anillicit economy flourished partly based on the smuggling networks built up during
wartime.Andreas shows how and why the internationalization of the siege changed the repertoires of siege-
craft and siege defenses and altered the strategic calculations of both the besiegers and the besieged. The
Sargjevo experience dramatically illustrates that just as changes in weapons technol ogies transformed siege
warfare through the ages, so too hasthe arrival of CNN, NGOs, satellite phones, UN peacekeepers, and aid
convoys. Drawing on interviews, reportage, diaries, memoirs, and other sources, Andreas documents the
business of survival in wartime Sargjevo and the limits, contradictions, and unintended consequences of
international intervention. Concluding with a comparison of the battle for Sargjevo with the sieges of
Leningrad, Grozny, and Srebrenica, and, more recently, Falluja, Blue Helmets and Black Marketsis amajor
contribution to our understanding of contemporary urban warfare, war economies, and the political
repercussions of humanitarian action.
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From reader reviews:
Dominic Loflin:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read abook. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Blue Helmets and Black Markets: The Business of
Survival in the Siege of Sargjevo.

LeeHenry:

The book Blue Helmets and Black Markets: The Business of Survival in the Siege of Sarajevo will bring that
you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. When
you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Blue Helmets and Black
Markets: The Business of Survival in the Siege of Sargjevo is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Frederick Palazzo:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you aready been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Blue Helmets and Black
Markets: The Business of Survival in the Siege of Sargjevo, you may enjoy bath. It is great combination
right, you still desireto missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh seriously its mind hangout people.
What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Manuel Frazier:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Blue Helmets and Black Markets:
The Business of Survival in the Siege of Sargjevo which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's view.
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