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Ask anybody what superpower they wished to possess and odds are the answer just might be "the ability to
fly." What is it about soaring through the air held up by the power of one's own body that has captivated
humans for so long? David Alexander examines the evolution of flight in the only four animals to have
evolved this ability: insects, pterosaurs, birds, and bats. With an accessible writing style grounded in rigorous
research, Alexander breaks new ground in a field that has previously been confined to specialists. While
birds have received the majority of attention from flight researchers, Alexander pays equal attention to all
four groups of flyers-something that no other book on the subject has done before now. In a streamlined and
captivating way, David Alexander demonstrates the links between the tiny 2-mm thrip and the enormous
albatross with the 12 feet wingspan used to cross oceans.

The book delves into the fossil record of flyers enough to satisfy the budding paleontologist, while also
pleasing ornithologists and entomologists alike with its treatment of animal behavior, flapping mechanisms,
and wing-origin theory. Alexander uses relatable examples to draw in readers even without a natural interest
in birds, bees, and bats. He takes something that is so off-limits and unfamiliar to humans-the act of flying-
and puts it in the context of experiences that many readers can relate to. Alexander guides readers through
the anomalies of the flying world: hovering hummingbirds, unexpected gliders (squirrels, for instance), and
the flyers that went extinct (pterosaurs). Alexander also delves into wing-origin theory and explores whether
birds entered the skies from the trees down (as gliders) or from the ground up (as runners) and uses the latest
fossil evidence to present readers with an answer.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Anthony:

The book On the Wing: Insects, Pterosaurs, Birds, Bats and the Evolution of Animal Flight will bring
someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book On the Wing:
Insects, Pterosaurs, Birds, Bats and the Evolution of Animal Flight is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Richard Ma:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually On the Wing: Insects, Pterosaurs, Birds, Bats and the
Evolution of Animal Flight why because the excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Kenneth Clark:

This On the Wing: Insects, Pterosaurs, Birds, Bats and the Evolution of Animal Flight is brand new way for
you who has fascination to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting
deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading
this On the Wing: Insects, Pterosaurs, Birds, Bats and the Evolution of Animal Flight can be the light food to
suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact form. People who
think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an
individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.

Michael Vines:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's internal or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important,
boring and can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this On the Wing: Insects, Pterosaurs, Birds, Bats and the Evolution of
Animal Flight can make you feel more interested to read.
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