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“Why are Kazakhstan and Montana the same place?” asks one chapter of Kate Brown’s surprising and
unusual journey into the histories of places on the margins, overlooked or erased. It turns out that a ruined
mining town in Kazakhstan and Butte, Montana—America’s largest environmental Superfund site—have
much more in common than one would think thanks to similarities in climate, hucksterism, and the
perseverance of their few hardy inhabitants. Taking readers to these and other unlikely locales, Dispatches
from Dystopia delves into the very human and sometimes very fraught ways we come to understand a
particular place, its people, and its history.

In Dispatches from Dystopia, Brown wanders the Chernobyl Zone of Alienation, first on the Internet and
then in person, to figure out which version—the real or the virtual—is the actual forgery. She also takes us to
the basement of a hotel in Seattle to examine the personal possessions left in storage by Japanese-Americans
on their way to internment camps in 1942. In Uman, Ukraine, we hide with Brown in a tree in order to
witness the annual male-only Rosh Hashanah celebration of Hasidic Jews. In the Russian southern Urals, she
speaks with the citizens of the small city of Kyshtym, where invisible radioactive pollutants have
mysteriously blighted lives. Finally, Brown returns home to Elgin, Illinois, in the midwestern industrial rust
belt to investigate the rise of “rustalgia” and the ways her formative experiences have inspired her obsession
with modernist wastelands.

 

Dispatches from Dystopia powerfully and movingly narrates the histories of locales that have been silenced,
broken, or contaminated. In telling these previously unknown stories, Brown examines the making and
unmaking of place, and the lives of the people who remain in the fragile landscapes that are left behind.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Brown:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their can
do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Dispatches from Dystopia: Histories of Places Not
Yet Forgotten to read.

Sherry Spears:

The guide with title Dispatches from Dystopia: Histories of Places Not Yet Forgotten posesses a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout
new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Tyrone Knudson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Dispatches from Dystopia:
Histories of Places Not Yet Forgotten, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't have it,
oh come on its called reading friends.

Irma Kellner:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Dispatches from Dystopia:
Histories of Places Not Yet Forgotten that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world far better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Dispatches from Dystopia: Histories of Places Not Yet
Forgotten become your starter.
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