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Hailed as "the doyen of Middle Eastern studies" in The New York Times Book Review, Bernard Lewis stands
at the height of his field. "To read Mr. Lewis," wrote Fouad Ajami in The Wall Street Journal, "is to be taken
through a treacherous terrain by the coolest and most reassuring of guides. You are in the hands of the
Islamic world's foremost living historian." Now this sure-handed guide takes us through treacherous terrain
indeed--the events of 1492, a year laden with epic events and riven by political debate.

With elegance and erudition, Lewis explores that climactic year as a clash of civilizations--a clash not only
of the New World and the Old, but also of Christendom and Islam, of Europe and the rest. In the same year
that Columbus set sail across the Atlantic, he reminds us, the Spanish monarchy captured Granada, the last
Muslim stronghold on the peninsula, and also expelled the Jews. Lewis uses these three epochal events to
explore the nature of the European-Islamic conflict, placing the voyages of discovery in a striking new
context. He traces Christian Europe's path from being a primitive backwater on the edges of the vast,
cosmopolitan Caliphate, through the heightening rivalry of the two religions, to the triumph of the West over
Islam, examining the factors behind their changing fortunes and cultural qualities.

Balanced and insightful, this far-reaching discussion of the encounters between Islam, the West, and the
globe provides a new understanding of the distant events that gave shape to the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Flynn:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what one you should start with. This Cultures in Conflict: Christians, Muslims, and Jews in the
Age of Discovery is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Joshua McIntosh:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Cultures in Conflict: Christians, Muslims, and Jews in the
Age of Discovery as your daily resource information.

Ralph Overman:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Cultures in
Conflict: Christians, Muslims, and Jews in the Age of Discovery, you are able to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Mathew Casillas:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Cultures in Conflict: Christians,
Muslims, and Jews in the Age of Discovery book written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
doubt Cultures in Conflict: Christians, Muslims, and Jews in the Age of Discovery as good book not just by
the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its cover, so
do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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