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How did thousands of Chinese migrants end up working alongside African Americans in Louisiana after the
Civil War? With the stories of these workers, Coolies and Cane advances an interpretation of emancipation
that moves beyond U.S. borders and the black-white racial dynamic. Tracing American ideas of Asian labor
to the sugar plantations of the Caribbean, Moon-Ho Jung argues that the racial formation of "coolies" in
American culture and law played a pivotal role in reconstructing concepts of race, nation, and citizenship in
the United States.

Jung examines how coolies appeared in major U.S. political debates on race, labor, and immigration between
the 1830s and 1880s. He finds that racial notions of coolies were articulated in many, often contradictory,
ways. They could mark the progress of freedom; they could also symbolize the barbarism of slavery.
Welcomed and rejected as neither black nor white, coolies emerged recurrently as both the salvation of the
fracturing and reuniting nation and the scourge of American civilization.

Based on extensive archival research, this study makes sense of these contradictions to reveal how American
impulses to recruit and exclude coolies enabled and justified a series of historical transitions: from slave-
trade laws to racially coded immigration laws, from a slaveholding nation to a "nation of immigrants," and
from a continental empire of manifest destiny to a liberating empire across the seas.

Combining political, cultural, and social history, Coolies and Cane is a compelling study of race,
Reconstruction, and Asian American history.
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From reader reviews:

Dominick Carter:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and
Sugar in the Age of Emancipation will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with
you?

Dale Perez:

The book Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Coolies and
Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation? A few of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is
possible to share all of these. Book Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation
has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous
world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Homer Anderson:

This Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation is brand new way for you who
has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Coolies and Cane:
Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this
e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Robert Irizarry:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide Coolies and Cane: Race, Labor, and Sugar in the Age of Emancipation was filled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you



can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you
wanted.
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