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In Gilded Age America, Arctic explorers were fabulous celebrities—assured of riches and near-immortality
so long as they reached the North Pole first. Of the many attempts to meet that goal, three American
expeditions, launched from the Russian archipelago of Franz Josef Land, ended in abject failure, their
exploits consigned to near-oblivion. Even so, these ventures—the Wellman expedition (1898–99), the
Baldwin-Ziegler (1901–2), and the Fiala-Ziegler (1903–5)—have much to tell us about the personalities,
politics, and economics of exploration in their day. In The Greatest Show in the Arctic, the first book to
chronicle all three expeditions, P. J. Capelotti explores what went right and what, in the end, went tragically
wrong.

The cast of colorful characters from the Franz Josef Land forays included Walter Wellman, a Chicago
journalist and bon vivant running from debts, his mistress, and an illegitimate daughter; Evelyn Briggs
Baldwin, a deranged meteorologist with a fetish for balloons and a passion for Swedish conserves; and
Anthony Fiala, a pious photographer in search of God in the Arctic. Featuring an international cast of
supporting characters worthy of a three-ring circus, The Greatest Show in the Arctic follows each of the three
expeditions in turn, from spectacular feats of financing to their bitter ends. Along the way, the explorers
accumulated considerable geographic knowledge and left a legacy of place-names.

Through close study of the expeditions’ journals, Capelotti reveals that the Franz Josef Land endeavors
foundered chiefly because of poor leadership and internal friction, not for lack of funding, as historians have
previously suspected. Presenting tales of noble intentions, novel inventions, and epic miscalculations, The
Greatest Show in the Arctic brings fresh life to a unique and underappreciated story of American exploration.
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From reader reviews:

David Binkley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Greatest Show in the Arctic: The American Exploration of Franz
Josef Land, 1898-1905 (American Exploration and Travel Series). Try to make the book The Greatest Show
in the Arctic: The American Exploration of Franz Josef Land, 1898-1905 (American Exploration and Travel
Series) as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside
that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience
and knowledge with this book.

Irma Tijerina:

This The Greatest Show in the Arctic: The American Exploration of Franz Josef Land, 1898-1905 (American
Exploration and Travel Series) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will
get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific The
Greatest Show in the Arctic: The American Exploration of Franz Josef Land, 1898-1905 (American
Exploration and Travel Series) without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't be worry The Greatest Show in the Arctic: The American Exploration of Franz Josef
Land, 1898-1905 (American Exploration and Travel Series) can bring if you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This The
Greatest Show in the Arctic: The American Exploration of Franz Josef Land, 1898-1905 (American
Exploration and Travel Series) having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Kathy Fredette:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Greatest
Show in the Arctic: The American Exploration of Franz Josef Land, 1898-1905 (American Exploration and
Travel Series) book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Sharon Scott:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will



make someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is The Greatest Show in the Arctic: The American Exploration of Franz Josef
Land, 1898-1905 (American Exploration and Travel Series) this e-book consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some research when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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